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One of Denmark’s distinctive leisure activities has been the practice of alternative
learning and play apart from normal everyday activities, targeting people of every age,
from children to senior citizens. Such leisure activities sprang from the 19th-century peo-
ple’s movement and agricultural education spearheaded by the theologian and historian
Nikolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig (1783-1872). Today, they offer people the opportunity
to step back and take stock of their lives, as well as the chance to brush up their skills and
knowledge. At the same time, they play a role linking people with their own communities.

Danish folkhajskole (folk high schools) have played a unique role in the practice of
leisure activities in Denmark as “schools of life.” They are each operated according to the
vision of their respective founders, and each embodies a different idea about the meaning
of learning and the way that learning venues ought to be organized. Based on field sur-
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veys, this paper focuses on one folkhajskole that was envisioned as a place of learning for
people living together with those who are intellectually challenged. The paper explores the
background of the school’s establishment, its operation in practice, as well as the activities
of the other organizations that act in coordination with it. The attempt is to deepen the
consideration of the meaning of learning as it takes place at this school as a practice of
normalization searching for a society without environmental handicaps.
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