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Ways to Avoid Trouble:
A Case Study of Anangu Liquor Hunting in the Central Desert
of Australia

Chikako Hirano
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This paper focuses on the process of “liquor hunting,” or the acquisition
of Anangu liquor, reminiscent of hunter-gatherers in the Central Australian
Desert, and analyzes the various adjustments and innovations that have been
layered to fend off regulation and criticism.

Conventional Aboriginal studies have portrayed Aboriginal drinkers as
“victims of colonialism” and reduced their actions to a discourse of cultural
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loss. In contrast, this paper reads the Anangu actions of struggling to obtain

alcohol as a type of ingenuity that utilizes hunter-gatherer knowledge and

skills in light of the “Blackfella Way,” a discussion of unique Aboriginal

choices and decisions. Through such creativity, people find collaborators and

acquire alcohol while nipping trouble in the bud. At the same time, they

maintain and reproduce social relationships and show that they are not devi-

ant. These analyses suggest that Anangu who seek alcohol neither follow

social norms nor are at the mercy of their desire to drink but rather strike a

balance between the two and develop their own ways of getting alcohol.
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