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Trans-border Flow of Music as an Encounter with Instruments:
Cases of Balinese Gamelan in Japan
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This study analyzes the trans-bordering or transcultural flow of music as
an encounter with new material things (i.e., musical instruments). This paper
explores how gamelan instruments brought from Bali affect the performance
and activity of Japanese gamelan players. Originally, Balinese gamelan music
was developed within Balinese religious and communal life. Its instruments
are made for ready adaptation to such cultural and physical conditions.
Therefore, when sent to Japan, they bring inexpedience in several ways. To
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accommodate and perform with such instruments, Japanese gamelan players
struggle to adjust their social and physical environment by conditioning the
physical layout, creating a new network for people, and compromising or
altering their performance itself. In a sense, these instruments were taken
from a Balinese human—object network and were brought to a new network in
Japan. However, this study also presents the argument that gamelan instru-
ments bridge Japan and Bali in some unique and thing-like ways.
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