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Abstract: In the latter half of the 19th century, many people from Guangdong Province began im-
migrating to Peru as laborers or “coolies.” They later established numerous groups according to
regional or blood bonds. Until the 1970s, an absolute majority of the Chinese immigrants to Peru
and their descendants had roots in the Pearl River Delta and were either Cantonese or Hakka. It is
impossible to accurately predict how many Peruvians in present-day Peru are of Chinese or Hakka
descent because of the frequency of intermarriage. However, more than a small number of people
have the name “Hakka.” Most of these people were originally from Zhongshan, Taishan, or Heshan
in the western areas of the Pearl River Delta and they created a shrine for Hakkas called Tongsh-
eng huiguan, where they gathered and conducted events throughout the year. However, while con-
ducting fieldwork for this study, it became evident that the people referred to as “Hakka” in Peru
were not generally similar to the Hakka descendants in Guangdong or Taiwan; thus, there may be a
regional discrepancy in categorization. By presenting this preliminary report on Peruvians of Chi-
nese and Hakka descent, I hope to offer readers an opportunity to reconsider the idea that there

should be a “single” model for defining what it means to be Hakka.
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