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On Technology between Participation and Competition:
A Case Study of the Human Tower in Catalonia, Spain
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Through ethnographic research, this study clarifies digital technology use
and human behavior related to the human tower, which has a tradition of
more than 220 years in the Festival of Catalonia, Spain. The human tower, as
its name suggests, is made with ascent and descent on people’s shoulders.
Competition arises based on the tower height and structural complexity.
Among the oldest group of participants investigated for this study, a move-
ment exists to use technology to identify the participants required for tower
construction, but humans must not be measured exactly for the best tower
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structure. People use technology that relies primarily on physical sensations
that have been acquired and established empirically. The domain accompany-
ing the digital technology acceptance retains the notion that people who build
towers with their bodies can not measure human beings and people exactly.
Some risk exists of a loss of face-to-face relations if “measurement” is

embraced.
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