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<Case Report> Collaboration on the Temporary Exhibition
“Totem Story: Life and Art of the Northwest Coast Indians”

Reiko SAITO
(Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples)

Our recent temporary exhibition on the theme of the Northwest Coast Indians culture

also focuses on their activities of modern art. Since 2007, T have been involved in a joint research

for the Canadian indigenous print collection of the National Museum of Ethnology. For the

accomplishments of this research we show about 40 silk-screen prints and had a forum on the

Northwest Coast Indians art in our museum. Furthermore, we had a co-hosted exhibit of these

prints in the Abashiri Municipal Art Museum.

Besides, the comments on their own work

submitted from three native artists give better messages to visitors.
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“Xoots Tana'a” — Bear holding copper shield
is Tlingit's most prized art work. A copper
shield was like money in the old days and was
used for trading and as status,

“Together” — Killer whale is a clan crest. In
this art work, transforming into human being
from killer whale. A salmon is shown to be
ready to spawn to continue a new cycle of life,
and hawk man on the back of the killer whale
signifies any and all good luck in life.
Everything  works
together  in  this
world,

Also, thank you for
your invitation to
your wonderful show.

Norman G. Jackson
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“Together” i displayed cpposite side. (NS :
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