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Preface

Naoko Sonoda

This book is the record of the National Museum of Ethnology International Symposium
“New Horizons in Paper Conservation”, held on November 23, 2003, at the Aurora Hall of
Showa Women’s University. In organizing the Symposium, the support was extended from
Japan Society for the Conservation of Cultural Property and the Japan Society of Archives
Institutions.

The Symposium is characterized by its theme on mass strengthening of brittle paper, above
all, of book papers. In response to the increasing demand for paper, wood pulp as the main
raw material and rosin sizing came into use for papermaking. As-a result, most of the papers
produced after the middle of the nineteenth century have generated problems of “acidic
paper”, and many archival and library materials have become vulnerable and unable to handle
any more. However, the conventional conservation research having been focused on the
precious single sheets of paper, we cannot deny the fact that the large-scale methods for a vast
number of book papers were belated. Thereupon, at this Symposium, the mass strengthening
of paper was intentionally taken up as its central issue. The Symposium was structured such
that the first half of it, the lectures, was concentrated on the technical aspects, aiming to
transmit in a collective manner the most up-to-date information regarding paper
strengthening. In the latter part, based on the questions raised from the floor, a panel
discussion took place with the participation of Japanese researchers, and the issue of paper
strengthening from a wider point of view was picked up.

The lectures were delivered by Dr. Henk J. Porck, conservation scientist, National Library
of the Netherlands, and by Dr. Manfred Anders, chemist, Center for Book Conservation,
Germany, on their unique and rich expertise. It is worthwhile to notice that their conclusions
concerning the paper strengthening formed an interesting contrast to each other. Dr. Porck
aroused attention that a problem of paper strengthening should not be regarded without
looking at the entire approach to paper conservation. Whereas Dr. Anders pointed out that if
nothing is done until one finds an appropriate method, the precious original materials would
be destructed in the mean time. Which one of the risks to dare take - a risk of starting a
hastened treatment or a risk of doing nothing? The two conclusions unexpectedly suggested
us the risks in an extreme dichotomy or like the two sides of the same coin.

During the panel discussion, many questions were raised. The contents of the questions

were not limited to technical issues related to the lectures but also involved with general



conservation measure of paper as a whole. Some practical questions such as technical
development or acquisition of budget were asked. The topics further expanded to the general
“acidic paper” problems. They were so diversified to cover the issues such as priorities in
conducting mass deacidification, standard manuals for treatment, relationship between
moisture content and paper deterioration, remaining life of aged paper.

Both the lectures and panel discussion gave us an opportunity to once again situate the
important position of the paper strengthening not only as a single treatment but also as a part
of the integrated paper conservation measures. At the same time, a long-term perspective is
imperative for decision-making. Not until a total and long-term standpoint of view is set up,
the conservation policy of “what to preserve and how to leave them to future generation” out
of the enormous amount of materials cannot be established. In order to attain the objectives,
we must precisely understand what kinds of methods are actually available, with their
possibilities and limitations. This is the reason why we have planned this Symposium. To
make a policy is not a matter only of those who are involved in conservation and restoration
of paper alone. What is really necessary is to think from the overall point of view of each
institution, and to establish its own conservation policy. We hope that this necessity may have
been shared by all the participants of the Symposium.

We have focused on the issue of mass strengthening of paper which had never been
introduced yet in such a coherent manner in Japan. We wish that this Symposium would make
a first step to go forward to discuss how to deal with a problem of brittle papers, specially to
strengthen book papers. The intent of publishing this book is to let the whole record of the
Symposium made public and to continue this discussion.

Hoping that the contents of this book will serve to many readers, we publish the contents
of the Syniposium in both Japanese and English languages. The monographs by the two
lecturers, based on the original texts presented on the appointed day, were further revised and
perfected by the authors later, respectively. The illustrations anol photographs used at the
moment of the lectures are also included in this publication. The translation was wholly
revised by the editor responsible, in deference to the original language subscribed from the
recorded tapes.

Prof. Katsuhiko Masuda of Showa Women’s University greatly supported us in planning
and organizing the Symposium. Cooperation was lent from the members of the Executive
Committee of the Symposium including: Takayuki Okayama, Tokyo University of
Agriculture and Technology; Hajime Ohtani, University of Nagoya; Masazumi Seki, Kochi
Prefectural Paper Technology Center; Masako Kanayama, Gangoji Institute for Cultural

Properties; Tsuneyuki Morita, Professor emeritus of our Museum; and Shingo Hidaka.



Precious assistance was also given from Reisaburo Ohe, Professor emeritus of Tokyo
University of Agriculture and Technology; Satoko Muramoto, National Diet Library; and
Mutsumi Aoki, National Institute of Japanese Literature. Special thanks are due to the expert
interpreters, Ms. Masako Sakurada and Ms. Hiroko Kayoh. During the Symposium and while
editing this book, all the detailed and practical works were carried out by Ms. Tomoko
Kamata and Ms. Miho Okazaki.

I would like to acknowledge with gratitude the assistance of all the organizations and

individuals who exerted their best effort to realize the Symposium and this publication.
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