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Lady Xian was a Li (f£) noblewoman born to the chieftain of the Xian tribe in Southern
China, in what is now Guangdong, during the Sui dynasty. It was said that as a notable leader, she
experienced the Liang, Chen and Sui dynasties and helped to unify the Lingnan ethnic groups.
The local people built temples in the southwest of Guangdong, from Maoming City to Leizhou
Peninsula, and Hainan. Even now, people come to the temples to worship Lady Xian. However, in
modern China, her achievements such as national unification and ethnic unity are valued and
research on these aspects is being carried out. In fact, the ways of representation and the belief in
Lady Xian have been changing, but this phenomenon is completely ignored. Most evaluations
come merely from the present political stance. This paper clearly shows the historical changes in
the representation and belief in Lady Xian and points out the problems of research on Lady Xian

in China.
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