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Discourse and Practice about Zongzu (Lineage):
A Case Study of a Lineage in the Pearl River
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This paper discusses the relation between the practice of lineage in the Zhujiang River Basin
region and the changes of national policy. Although linecage has almost collapsed, after 2000 it
was once again supported by the discourse of the state, and gradually internalized into the national
orthodoxy. Even though lineage has lost its political and economic functions, it still reflects the

political and cultural forms of contemporary China.
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