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The aims of this paper are to describe the present conditions of marine mammal hunting
and sharing activities among the Nunavik Inuit of Canada and to discuss the social-cultural
significance of these activities to them. Nunavik Inuit hunting activities are constrained by both
economic and legal factors. For example, the negative factors are the purchase of expensive gas
and ammunition and federal regulations, which govern the timing of the hunt and the number of
animals that can be taken. On the other hand, the Inuit often make use of the Nunavik Hunter
Support Program instituted under the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement to carry out
their hunting and sharing activities. Inuit’s use of this kind of program is a positive factor to
facilitate the activities. Thus, the Inuit organize and practice subsistence activities under
particular political and economic circumstances. In this paper, however, I argue that these same
activities are in fact not only economic but also contributors to the construction of indigenous
social relationships and cultural identities, and thus contribute significantly to the development
of emerging Inuit lifestyles in a rapidly changing world. Also, I insist that the contemporary
Inuit use subsistence activities themselves as a multi-effective resource.
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