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Inupiat hunters harvest seasonally migratory bowhead
whales along the northwest coast of Alaska. The
whaling and sharing of the resulting products are
important in contemporary Inupiat society for the
following reasons. First, the Inupiat can obtain
culturally and nutritionally valued whale products
only through whaling and sharing of the resulting
products. Second, because whaling and sharing
activities are organized and carried out on the basis of
whaling boat crew, extended family, and other
relationships in the village, those activities are closely
related to the reproduction and maintenance of these
relationships. Third, whaling as well as sharing and
consumption of whale products form a basis for their
ethnic and community identities. However, recently
this whaling is being threatened by many factors such
as climate change, oil and gas development,
international anti-whaling movements, etc. In this
paper, I will discuss Inupiat's whale hunts and sharing
activities in Barrow in 2010 from the perspective of
“food security”. Based on this case, I argue that
Inupiat's whaling and sharing of whaling products are

amajor “food security” means in the Inupiat society.
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