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What Facts about Ainu History Should Be Taught to School Children:
Taking for Example Narratives on How the Ainu People Helped the Settlers
in Abashiri Region during the Meiji Pioneering Phase

Reiko SAITO

This Paper presents the angle and information that should be added
when we teach the history about the Ainu People to elementary school
children. It is necessary to teach that Ainu People were invaded and
discriminated by Japanese settlers since the Meiji pioneering phase.
However the author has felt apprehensive that both non-Ainu and Ainu
children will not have good images of their ancestors if they are taught only
about invasion and discrimination. This paper introduces the narratives that
Ainu People- helped the settlers from Honshu (Japanese mainland) by
sharing knowledge of usage plants, catching animal and fish etc. The author
is hoping for the children to understand the Ainu culture which has adapted

Hokkaido environment.
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