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Villages and Dwelling Houses of Hammond Island, Torres Strait

Hisatsugu SuciMoTo

This is a preliminary report on an ethnological and geo-
graphical survey conducted in 1975 on Hammond Island, Torres
Strait.

The aim of this study was to investigate the fishermen’s culture
and the societies of the Torres Strait Islands as a transition area
lying between the Asian Continent and the Pacific Islands, and to
make clear the roles played by these island people in cultural
diffusion as well as their processes of acculturation. This report
1s divided as follows:

1) Introduction

2) Natural environment and land use on Hammond Island

3) The appearance of a village

4) Changing house types

5) A new catholic village and movement of the population

6) Conclusion
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