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Number Divination on Satawal, Central Caroline Islands

Shuzo IsHIMORI

This paper describes the so-called “knot divination’ (which I
prefer to call “number divination’ or “divination from number’”)
as practiced on Satawal, in the Central Caroline Islands. This
phenomenon was studied during field research conducted in 1978.
Divination based on the number of knots randomly tied in coconut
pinnas was used by the inhabitants of most of the Caroline Islands
until just prior to World War II. Few people, however, now
believe in this kind of divination. I was instructed in the secrets
of “number divination’ on Satawal Island by one of the few old
diviners who recalls the major features of the process.

Divination begins with the stripping of a coconut frond pinna
into four segments. The diviner then ties a random number of
knots in each of the strips and counts the knots in each one. The
knots are counted into independent groups of four. The sequen-
tial number of the last knot on each strip is the significant number
as it is combined with its corresponding number of the second
strip of the pair. The two sets of paired numbers derived from
the four frond strips are interpreted for the omen. The actual
number of possible combinations is 16 times 16, or 256. -The
names and omens of all 256 combinations were ascertained, and
the stories of 139 combinations which tell why good or bad omens
are given to a particular combinations were collected.

The myth of how man acquired the art of divination tells
of a mythological canoe that belonged to the spirits of heaven
being let down to earth and teaching man the art. It is most
significant that the 16 spirits represent the 16 combinations of
numbers derived from the random making of knots. A detailed
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explanation of the mechanic of divination in relation to the 16
mythological spirits that act important roles in deciding omens
is given, as is a description of divination rituals. Finally, the
importance of the number four (its multiples and divisions) in
divination, as well as on many ceremonial occasions, is noted.
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L&, BOANUED, #X—DOFEMBERZHILLILDT, TCKZOEXRENT,
Udot B2t Ftz, #Tob®ERLDONIDT, Param B, Fefan ERREDE X
Kk & LT, ®EHIK Unan BOERICKT I oMz, £ Torres EO@E
bR ->TET, TNOLOZADEREMN Fais Eh D&t Al b2FEL TR LI,
ZNIEB LT Fals BOAK B, BEVZRUDTHAZ Tz, £hick->T, Truk
BECRUDTHEOD G 6INIDTH S,

Kramer H#4E LT3 ZOEEICE LT, Bollig i3, #i5wh Kusaie B 5 {E
ZbonfcEnHinks Yap B UL R Ngatk BRENOIEL oNcE W) EEDLD
%, EHELTWS [Boruie 1927: 64],

Truk BETREEVLDOCEE pue L, ZNRKR 2EENS S, 4E£Daay
YOEF A S BVBBAEIRKECEZ OBV EIEAD2EETH 5, §IZ 3 pue unus
GEEREAEEVDE), %13 pue eu (—D7 1 Dpue DE) & LiFh T 5 [BoLLic
1927:67), %7, HVOPVHII, Satawal EOBALBIERAKTHD, HOMIZ
soupue & XiEh T3S,

Truk BEOHENICEBWV TS, PRV I X —IKD - 716 AD vaanlyeremas E
BRELVE LTS, ZNODIBADEBIEZNONITI > THBHFEOHAD
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#8 TrukFHE D16 A

(44+2)  Inepou Inefau
(4+4-3) Porongek  Bueigak
(4+4) Sauia Sauia

* [Boruic 1927:65] it Xk 3
** [KrAMER 1932: 337] itk 3

@ Bollig* Krimer**
@ ® @1+ Telefes Qilefes
® (@1+2) Sofis _—
® (1+3) Nipun Saupis
® (1+4) Pukulimer Pukunumar
@ ® (2+1) Inepoi Ineboei
® (2+2) Inomau Inoman
@ @ (2+3) Mamau Mesauk
(2+4) Inemein Inemein
@ ® (GB+1) Nereperen Lengibaran
® (3+2) Mesauk Mamu
@ (3+3) Poula Taulap
@ ® (3+4) Nitaluen Litanual
@ (4+1) Ineper Inifar
@
®
@ ®
@
®

@ K5 Truk BEEOMS N DOH X~
[Borric 1927:65] itk 3
HDEEZRBIRT, RTOHEODNRIIK, IBADLHE 20 L MICIES HFOH
HHHEIDNTIE, Krimer & Bollig 084 T &5 - T 5, Bollig 05T
57— 413, Satawal BObDEFE - FA—TH %, £hicH LT, Krimer 0
ErH2 Satawal BUADE 4 KB} 2 A0 E Truk BEOZ N EDFAEERLT
Wb, WTFRIRLTH, TORRDPNTREEBESDLIBET 3,

DEI, TRODI6ADH R —iTH T BFERICDVTI, Bollig Uhiiegics &
T, Zhid, H50&B0TH53, 738, Bollig i3, zh 516 ADIEMIT,
Supulumen OEEZIEH LT3, LHL, 2055 vaand »& S hi2O0O TR,
BRIEHRBFILCELEDTOED, $, BEOCOHIR—KBELT, b5—2BENIEH
WHb, TNF, BECOIX—IC2BHHS LI A TH B, —DIi3 ua akamara
(RAEH R =), b>—Di3 vafadil (FEEH2—) TH2 [BoLuic 1927: 66],
ZUTC, oD 2BEDAR—IKBT S, IBADERIRC L1855 %25THB, 11
U, MESX—CBYIBRBUS KR LIEBYTHEH, FHEEHX—IKET S
BRCODOTRABEINTHIRODTRATHS, LI L, TOMHEREETH S,
BERES, Truk BEOHVHRZOELLHICHESTOTHOETBDT, £b5
BLEPICEST, HOOBEROCTER-TL 325 THS [BoLic 1927: 66],
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FnEd, KHObLVIEBRBBODOT, ThULODCZERDVTRRPTH %,

BiRIT, 256 DA HHEIC DT, Bollig sz h ong&iizd-THh, FRX
BRHONTNS EEH LTS [Boruie  1927: 65], 72& i, (1+4)(4+4) ©
HAHHHLEE tuasip EZ T oh, ZOHOMELHHEID tululelog &350
T3 EHlEHTTVE, Lrl, ZhPAOHELSDEDELEIE I UHFXICDONT
BR—EgSshonTniin, —J%, Krimer {2256 DA HHED AT ONTIZIRIC
bIMLTWREND, R2OEABHHLEOEFERIDVTHETRERCEEDL TN S,

4. Yap Bo¥ 5

Yap BICBFBHENICONTH, WL 2hDEOREFNBRENTINTV S,
Yap Bl Ti}, MEWVWDZ &id, bei [Furness 1910: 130], wei [WALLESER
1913: 1062], vei [MOLLER 1917:373] 2 & & kiR T3, HOOHFER, Sa-
tawal EDBALIZIZLBLTL A,

B % EREKIC, Yap EOEAICS, 160 vaaniyeremas hEVCEH D A &
>TW5%, Yap BT, #h5DC &% kan &;J:AJT';SD, Furness 22N % de-
mon &R LT3 [Furness 1910: 133], U» L, kan {2 demon #3ict &% o
T, BHRNEEDTRTE2EYL, XDBENEHMATH S [Sacesius  1906: 122],
Zh 50160 kan DZFE ZN OB HIBFOMAIbER, KIDEBVTH
3,

Yap 0160 kan TEEL C L3, AR C & ThHB, Furness ic X hid,
A+1), (1+2), A+3), (1+4), 2+3), (2+4), G+3), (3+4), @A+4)HBH
ThY, ThlAsE<TH 5 [Furness 1910: 134-136], %0, Bn9 AT,
THBTAEND T EiITEE, zhicxd LT, Miller it XhiE, (1+3), (2+3),
(2+4), GB+1), (3+3), (4+2), (4+3), U+)MEHTHD, O VLU TH
5o 2%, BUMBEMENEE, MEORECHENSLEDONDEY, THLSNCE
B0 DT, EHoBE0—BULOLAHETH S,

7212 U, Furness i3, B OB ZHREC LIcZPTRL, 2150 BLRICIER
BERNHLLEMEL TV ABERELS, 2hkKL3E, 2hoD kan OEEMD
A+4)THY, ZOEBQ2L+2)THB, TLT, ThEDIOIRIKTE AT+
DTHB, 20T, BEEQA+2) L+ BRIFE S5, Fkkic, BH0+3)E%
#G+1), BHEQ+4) L@+, BHEC+3) e G+2), BHQ+4) ik
(4+2), BHEQE+) EaMU+3)D, TNTNBMWBERIKH S L 0bh T3, k7,
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%9 Yap B © 16 A

Furness* Wallese** Miiller*t*
® (1A+1) Thilibil Ziliweg Tiliveg
® (Q+2) Saupis Sopes Supis
® (@A+3) Nebul Newul Nivul
® (1+4) Wunemerr Wunumer Vunimor
® (2+1) Navai Newey Navai
® (2+2) Nagaman Negeman Nagamon
® (2+3) Musauk Mesog Masog
(2+4) Namen Namein Naman
® (3+1) Languperran Lanporon Lineparon
©® (3+2) Fawgomon  Fogomou Fugomo
@ (3+3) Thugalup Zogolop Tagalop
® (3+4) Trunuwil Tenuel Tsanuul
® @+ Liverr Lifer Lifor
@ (4+2) Nafau Nefau Nifau
® (4+3) Vengek Weneg Vaneg
® (4+4) Sayuk Seyok Sayog

* [Furness 1910: 134] [tk 3
*% [Warrese 1913:1063] ick 3
#+x [MoLLer 1917: 375] itk 3

b5 —ARTDCREHEGHI) I
WERZIHE EARRINTNDS
[Furness 1910: 135-136], <
CTEBRBTREXIEOIZ, (4+4),
2+2), (1+1), 3+3) s D kan
DBHERICIE, RFOMEL D
ERFHECEDDES > TWVB A
Thi, 2%V, BHOKFOM
HHOEDOERTOWFOMLH
DEZICE I TR, TOBKE
BIRBERICH S LINT B Db
Th b,
YapEDO¥ HW\DH X —DRER
oW TiE, Miller #217 UsE
BT E ED TV [MULLER
1917:375], 2 BK6D&EBD
THbd, CONR—=BTI Y v

E6 Yap BOREVDHX—
[MorLer 1917: 375] itk 3
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H—e hR—TH5HMN, THUBRELIX~b, FEETHIX—LRONTI, EREEE
BRIEZNDOTRATH S, <KL, Yap BOH X —QFERY, hOBL KB 5T
K&, RELTER->TVBEMNERBEINS, 2ROV TR, OBIFEMOBDOE
HEgREZT 3,

160 kan Q5% bIT & » TE U 3256085 5 b-ICONTIE, 13 AL RE
REEDLNTHIZN, 7275, Walleser 28 DDA FHOEHOFXIAEFE LTH
FTWBDATHS [WaLLeser 1913: 1063-1064],

5. Woleai BREED ¥ 1

Woleai BREIC BT 35020 Tid, Alkire 23#14% 5 213 - TW 5 [ALKIRE
1970: 13-16],

Woleal TRAEIC B Tid, ¥ i bwe [ALkire 1970: 13], & L < i2 be [Soun
and TAweRILMANG 1976: 227] & Xi¥h T3, HOOFHEIR, Satawal B0
AEE-HKRALTHED, 2L, 2CTHRRD, IBAOHERNEED BBEDLY

%10 Woleai EfED16 A

@ @ 1+1) Tilifug
@ ® 1+2) Saopis
® 1+3) Lipul
O] (1+4) Bwogolimar
® (2+1) Tlubwai
@ ® (2+2) Ilagomal
@ 2+3) Mesaiug
(2+4) Timail
@ ® (3+1) Langaparal
® (3+2) Magomoi
@ (3+3) Tagolap
@ ® (3+4) Lechuliwel
@ ® 4+1) Inifar
@ (4+2) Ilufao
©) ® (4+3) Bweingug
@ @® 4+4) Saowaig
[Aukire 1970: 14] iz & 5
®

@ 7 Woleai BHEOK SV DH X —
[Aukire 1970: 14] it X %

8) Alkire i, ThHOBARMNEFREDC L% spirit LRUTNBIEYT, ZhiCHIET 25
FAH LTV [Akire  1970: 14],
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Ab->TWVb, ZNHDEARMEZNZENMICL > TV I3 HFEOHRASBbER, RO
EBVTH B,

Woleai BEEQI6AIE LT, BEER &R, B3I BRINTVWEECH D, 4+
sk 2—0 pald THY, HEMCHE, ROT, Q+H)BEL, @+HDBE=
MR LT3, B+RENSIKKRNTOSH, BEBIKR G- & bROEARX
T3, 2OWIC, C+4)EG+IIBRABRTERITDSOTNS, ZRPsicon
TR, BIEBEINTOREY, 220, C+2)RE®ETHY, 2hllARLE, B
BThHb,

Woleai BRETHRI30, BENOHX—KBT 316 ADERSPRICEMINT
Wb, zhid, R7RTEBOTHS,

16OBEANEFELEOHEAHDOEICL > THL 525604 %4 HH ¥ 13, maralibwe &
FENTWS, N ORI NTEBEOLIE b L, FBHIZONTHE, L,
Baihs b, Alkired, (2+1)&(3+2)D#A H b4 limongoi & XiFh, K& A
BINTHBEVI—PEDTTVEREGT, TNPADEAHHRIC DN TRIRIC
HAENTHREN,

6. B E R

ADDBRICBYABRENELRERLTHDLE, DE¥DEEANREEIOLDENS,
) HEVICR3EEBHZ, bBVDE 23 ¥ YOENDY, 1EFTOHBA, 280
BE, AXOBARADITHTHS, DI, b-Lb—RALBOR, 450aar
VOEREDSBLVWAERATH S, L ERIDOER 2BV BHEN DN TIE, Sata-
wal & & Saipan BOHEA U HBE IR TOE,

2) HVOHFHELOVTHE, A20EA TEEXBLTVWS, aa¥ Y OEFICED
BE2LD, ZOHENFAT, BRROZ - BOEADDLRICL > TERELE S,
ZDHAN, BUHORODPZA T VEHENTHD, 250, e 4 FTHELBE,
FliLdEb, CORRELT, 4EVIEMNELREETH S,

3) HuY vEBRBYAREONDOERR, 16LBOKOMLSLRICHD, L
bZNOZICOBERNEENZINZRITIE > TV B EDLABIONTVEEALH S,
TNHDISOBEARNETER, FOE2THHBREMINTED, #hEhpEE
DEFZEDS > TVD, LHICDOVTIZ, Yap BEOHFl2 02T, BELBEL TS,
o, TNTNDBEL->TOEHOBASHOERDOVTD, BEELBBLTVS, 20D
Hic, WENERIEELZEOLDZE-T, BEVHRKIL LT B SA5—D DR
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ERR5>TW5,

4) BEOOAX—E0HBERICONTH, KOOBATHBICAEDONE, UL
U, BADHBRAWEELSA X —DEDMERTHIPRDVTR, RETRENE
HaoTd, CORIRDPVTE, RETHEOERBS-72bDEBdbNB, L
LzzTdElh, Yap BRBUBHENOH R -DEBRD2VTR, ioB4D & D
EHEODITEN->TVE, TZNBEDIINBRICLS SOOI, RATH 35

Yap EOBEVICODVTRELZRKRET 2 Db L0, 8k, Truk#EE
OEFICLDE, BEVDOHX—1CR, WEAX—EFEEIX-D2BHLHD &
INTNEN, OBEL* TREDX S BWERH LNV, 2D LI, A X—OFEH
DOHBICE- T, BEOMBEDLIRKERIZDOHRDPOVTHRHATH 5,

5) ¥MEVICEDLZIBAOBERMELEICONT, b —2FEENRAR, Yap BOH
BT, I AOHBIMBIHABICINTNEZETHE, £ LT, 205 DI6ALRIFEE
BIUOHETERKCH 2 &0 ) BHREKEN., FE#kic, Woleai REOHRT, 16 A
DHNECBIBEBRMMTBRINTOEIRADIEETHS, TNOHDEELDOTIRE
HBERBBOOT, IAO L) BANBHEBERC DO TRARATH S, BZ 5L,
KK - ERERIICHT, MENHERICET 216 AOHEEBRIC DO TOERD
BELILEBO DN S,

6) Saipan BEOHEHF TR, BEVOHIX—KBITI6ADEEONBIL LT, &
KIDBHAWKED SN TNDE, THRMOBAKBOTRALNITVETHB, L
L, CHRICONTHEMBERBTVDT, WhREABEK L ->TC, BEDOMNEDHE
BEVNERERET S HAT, BEELREZEZ AL LTV IOLRETH S, B£5L,

COBEREDNTH, WMENHFRCETEI6ADBEANEEDOHEBEFI >V TOIE
EBBEELIRTTHY, 2CBOTIBADHEERSBRICHEESRLTOIZLS
KBdbd, Lichi-T, Saipan BOBEFOEAICR, MENERICE T B16A
DODHEBERY, TOTIHSVLBIIFREZEDIERLB-1bDEBbDbI S,
7 VWTFNICLTd, ThETOEREDPS, An ) VEBOLRERIKDIZ-T, &8
OEENOIULBEE LI & &EHL S %,

. 8 bh &

¥ 5 k3, Satawal BOMS L XLICET 3 ABESEEETHTE 2 70,
AR HHIIMENELE2 S > TEINIEDTH B, Ui - T, KFED AT, Sata-
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wal BOBENCOVTTRTEHRL DL LZEWVI bOTHRLUTIEW, ARICiZ
BEELOREBDY, FRODEICDOOTRE, ABREOERREZD - THIDOHOT
b5, UhLEND, AFELELBLCHZ->T, WE~OBELLLIDT, 0WL2»
OMBEATL LT &0,

Satawal Bic B 2 HE IOV Th» & bHHIEC LR, BERWERLOH
BUEDOIEEONTHEOBEII LTS EBEINTWERIEH S, 2ROV T
3, HEOORBEZEETHHE OLEE I BEVBAMSHMR LD TREL,
KIEHAOBERUEESAMOERK b L LIcbDTH S LEALBINTVS ¥
SOEHEERHHRALEOBEDLVIEZ, COLINERCOAHELETHEHOTRIEL, K
HOOEAKRTH-» EAEENAL OBELEDL>TVE, 2%, Satawal HD
BMEVKBNTIE, 1204 TTOEMBOMLDHDLINDI LK -TELBI6LE
BOOYOHAHHLEBENDKER LTS, 20 5216 A0 yaaniyeremas &
WO BHANEENRZNZNICE > TOBEABINTNEETH S, S HICREN
i, 1680 OROMAHOEBRECEALADPDLING CLILK T, 256 D#HH
DEBEL, ThicX-THEXMSHEINSE, 2Nl Hd b, IAOBEANELE
BEBORERELBSIC LK -T, 256 DL EFBEMBEEI NS 5D
TebElBoTnG,

LT AN, FOESRIBAOBERNEEDCHEBRORREEL 5 256 DL HD
FICOVTR, BEANHA L IEERICZOMLIDOEONE, 2 DHERNED
SNTn3, 2%, AR chHiid, Saipan EOBHD XS, I6ADBBRNE
EORMENMRICB T Z2HEBRRY, SVOERERDZCHIc» TRENERE S
ZRTTHEOH LT, 2hiBEDLY B FRBEDB LTINS, €DKV
Tid, 256 DAHDOHOBEEREZANZHE O, THD, REMNHACBVTAE
UEfizb it LT, SRIBRDLNTWS,

ZDXSic, Satawal Bic B 2 HE NV RERNICIBERWHA L OFESED
DIEBVWTEHRIILTVE0NE S, BROCERZHET 2BRICIEENHRCBY
BHRFEEZHEIC LTV, 250, REVSBERNEELOBDL D TINTHE
BLTWRENI LD D, BERWERLRENHALRBE UIch BT, RROTF
BBBIRLRATOBEENZE, 203, 256 DEASHDEDIEEEATHH S LM
BEI, FERBRENCHILZONTNEENS LD, HpEVEENTHS,
HBPHORDEETHHEOMNR LI, 2B E2E-LPRLT, TNETEHFLS
RENTOHOH, KILELDIBL, EZz0HEDHD S5, TORKDINT,
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BETEE0E, BECOHENEDHVEICE > TR D AREMICIBET 5010
X UT, BARMICE C18bn 5256044 HHOEOREFUI HVEBEEICE T » /oK
HIERIST BT, SHOBREFTENCE LR >THWEDTHELEBVR S,

BBICHHI—DEBLTBEZVCER, BENTHDENS, BEDOLOHBFNX
RREET D ET, RENRBBELZRIZLTOENENSETHE, 250, BEOK
MEEDPREN > XD BHEORBIREREZICE > TRORINENH T ETH S,
b LEEOHDBRENIEERZLE >TVEELE, S50Z0b0hd - EHAMSE
BolktbDER>TNHRTTH, P LI ITRLENEL LKL, ¥O
MASOEKEGFZOEIUT, ERPHEIND A N =X L2RIFLTS, HAlEE
HHTERL L2, LELEBEDL, CORRDVTRELERSRELTED, &7
BETIVELOBEREBL I A THRTNETHIEBbDN 5,

7272 L, Satawal BICB I 2 HORMMBERICOVT, —DW0A B LR, 20
ERPHEESITERIER AR > TO2EREDHZHTH S, HOTR, 24
LA RBAEDIaYYOEF 2LV I0B—BNITHY, HUBOHELZZEE
BCBAETHEADLILBESTVD, Ff, 1L 4T TORBIOWALDD
BNBCLERCE-T, 6EBLOMAIDOENTE, ThMTLEI—BEHIIHE
N3TERE-T, 1I60°FD 256 DA HHLEBEL TS, ThHDT XTI,
2 DEHMERLTV S,

2 DEFDBEHEAMTCEEROMCOVTRE, EEBEMNETCLBIRBICHVAR
W, FHBEETALERILIZGER LTS, WEOLDAT, 2 DERBEEKN
CEELTREZEETE S, tEAE, FAERSENCERICIERMEBEICDE >
TEOZZLETRINERLLBOVL, ELABRARERICOHEZMEBCO -
TEREVPERTREEORBNZ LR NER LB, Z2013h, RBOHEE T —
RFHPLI Y YOEROBKAIFREDELDEET, 2 OFEBEERAICIE > T
3, TDEITDNTIE, Alkire [1970, 1972] s89 CTitigfi LT3 &EBDTH B,
LL, 2OBBOEERLIEHTICERTETS, 2hddbhooRELIVD
KEEDLOWBSZ2OhENI RO THE, TETHCHARBBLEINTHREN, TH
ICDONWTIR, FREICLS, BHOEBREZATr oI 5 &KL,

AREOKESL, Satawal £ Lamonur K254 LTz, WD IRDOWTOENMEE
BREEDIDBDTH D, BFACEZIMEORENE LT AIL CHFET L » 7z Lamonur
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RICHUTCHEER3HELFETSEEEGIC, VERTERCH U TEATREDEEZELTEE
fone ¥, EZOWEYF 2oL HTL Ll Sabino Sauchoman KIL HE L B3 3BT
bHb. MEROTHNE LR, ABROIBERLALP2bDTHS,

e, AL LD BiIChlc-» TR, ERBETETH BN ERFEVROABRE—-HFE X
UHGEETENE L ORRANBICE - T, $LOERREEE, 351, BHOEE - 3Tic
biz-TiR, ENEERFBYHEONIESDERS LUEBERBERI SERET 22V 1 26
boti, MAT, BHOBREOBIC, FEAEA¥RTIZui YTHEEZTTIHD T ILEE
FBREZHHNI IR0, CCIREBLT, BABLEELTEE 0,

BBk, AREHRBELEOD, kIZbIKAREDIDIC, Satawal BICBTTHETEE0D
BERICW o e ledic, ZAROKREZDOMTEL OFH AR CRIIEBBNTELLEN T £
OEEQICELUT, BLHTIRETH %,
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