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Rethinking Kenminsei (Prefectural Personalities):
Regional Variations in the Japanese Personality as Indicated
by the Sentence Completion Test

Takao Sorue

Since 1965 the author has been conducting cross-cultural studies
of the personality of Japanese, Americans, Italians and Eskimos,
using the Sentence Completion Test [Sorue 1979]. Statistical
analysis indicates that there are clear and meaningful differences
between these ethnic groups. Considerable regional variations
in personality exist within Japan for some items examined, whereas
others vary only slightly. In general, variation is far less clear
than expected.

Research data indicate that the kenminsei (prefectural per-
sonalities) discussed frequently by the general public seem to
exist, although they are not particularly distinct and should not
be overstressed. Frequently, kenminsei are merely either stereotypic
images or ideal patterns of expected behavior, rather than psycho-
logical patterns.
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®1 BREXEZRET A b (KSCT-G)Y
Table 1. Sentence Completion Test (KSCT-G) compiled by
Y. Kataguchi et al. 1964
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Z MiCH bbi/c& ethnic group ©/¢—Y ) F 4 IOV THEBFEEZRA TS 1,
REFBREIPEIELECHE L (223 —0BARZCEVEROE) 1/
WhF A FPRFORESHEE R — ¥ v v NFRSOER U BRI XESERET X
P (KSCT-G®) T, Z2ORARRICRIBYTH B, LORKRIKODVWTRTT
3 DDHIXDOEMTRELTNS AR 1969, 1977; Sorue 1979], zh o @
ROTELIOHR L [1969] B7 2 ) AALHAAZGH S, EEUHEAATHH
BICK-TES =Y F VT 4 BRILEZD, THROLERELIV 71D BEIHE
DUTOEPEODVTHLLEDTH S, HF2DmX[1977] B2 DBICAF Ut A
ZYVTADT —22BRABRGT AV HIALHEIREBOZOBELARLUILBOD
ThHy, Z¥SIEIOHFX[1979] ikHVWTR, Zhitzx+=—DBERAMA TH
A, TAVHAHAN, A2V TA, TRFE—&EUD 4DD ethnic group #HEICH
B U7,

INOOHPRDIENT, 2, BIDHXLBVTR, BEA, TAVHIA, 4
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VW) B, THROEIDEEMCEDLLZELIOHRXI[1969] BN TRA M4 BRRER
EOFEHHIME RITIE > TOED - T,

EZDXERRET A L EHOBRDEOREAAOREROBEEICHLEHE, K
BAERHICE  OETES DT —~ 42D ELENEZPLLENIHEFICLED
TH->T, ZDDBEERICOOT—RFEL FICEOEEZDEE [T 1971]
DEMCS DT A+ DHERERNLT, BERELZHTIHEOVLDOEHE LD
THb, ULHLEIROELZUKEII, COERRBEESHRENLELZETHEVEE
DHDTHY, TOERTRIALPIARTRLER D TH >co £ TLOERITDN
THAHEREELTRY, XERERET A PCHObOBEREOKEEFENML T
HAEDEVD OMBEFEOHINCMIT ST,

UFe o TR THMO K » 7o XKEFRRET 2 MEROFEERITI S SICH L OE
1ZHORX [1969] OB TTTIREDHFOLNTHEHOEI»HDTHD, HuK
BEFBYED s v v a—&— (IBM-370/138) © L THil/cv o — ¥ (SPSS—Sta-
tistical Package for the Social Sciences) Z{#F R UTRIT AT »7co T UicifE
ARSI HI > TRL2OHYHZEN:AEHEHEBOEREZ, LAEAZO
fhDH 2 CESEALR LB T 70,
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B2 [BEnaEERATI0R]

7 [REVBEENDELALKLZ &R

(BFoHA) M0 TZoAicsg) & &t

(ZTFOEA) M3 [BOALED & &R

B4 THIADEEZIF DTV EPAT S E &)

25 T2 2wl it izl
1969F DFH/IT B TR Loflic [SARE ERIGHR] OB DV TORE
2RO, ZOHHBECO2OTHERFLTNED, ChIKD2VTR, H0BZL->TH5
LZOBMHECE 2 OMBEABEEL TS, ZCTREBL, Licdgis
SOEMEBIROWTEBEVHTF BT EiC Uit ZNOLORFERIETARIGDS
HRENENE2~ROIRINTVEIRED ThHb, CLTHER2~K4KBYB P,
Nu, Na, Np izzheh, & (Positive type), tifii% (Neutral type), T « 5
B3 (Negative-Active type), FE « 8% (Negative-Passive type) 25 5b L1z

%2 B2 [BEWVBEEHATEOR] KT 2REAT

Table 2. Distribution of Responses to Q2 “When I am with
my mother I feel”

P Nu Na Np
# (City)

Tayo [} DGR BB SNE D
e {FBEOR BN 08 BB
3% (Village)

wate (¥ G808 FLACS  secl 1054
me {¥ORN RNY 018 LY
I HOEE HE I I &
vemanasti{ 70000 T Y B3 SXY
owyama {3 G508 19507 83  EED
g (¥ s008 51(8 o484
owmana {§ 70108 F52 HEH HEH
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Table 3. Distribution of Responses to Q7 “When I am with

my father I feel”

P Nu Na Np
#®ir (City)

o {F ESEY A L2883
i (¥ G0 BB GUR A
H7% (Village)

e (284 AY LAY BYS
s {FOR0D Y UG WAB
Nigea {408 BN 8 w105 B
v ¥ B0 2103 023 4108
Okvama {3 3063 38308 17608 5.8
S (¥ 50608 5008 9.6(8 0816
Okmava {3 768 1048 leics w8

F4 BREICETIREOCSN (BT TRMN, FTRHM
3iCxd B R

Table 4. Distribution of Attitudes toward the Opposite Sexes
(Distribution of Responses to Q10 in the case of male

subjects and those to Q3 in the case of female subjects)

P Nu Na Np
Wi (City)
oo (B HI08 B4R 048 L
s (¥ OHHY AMD LAY 468
H7%E (Village)
wae {7 BHE W8 0 (9 oun
e (BSHR BEY 08 B
R UL T ERERTE T
s B B308 88008 A28
o {1 AHB BYB LR B
s {78 5008 6 (8 400
oums [¥ $HB (8 2.(8 i
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Table 5. Distribution of Responses to Q 14 “When I feel that
people do not like me, I’

P Nu Na Np
iy (City)
e (¥ EES HKY BT By
oo (XBEY HEY Y HAD

H% (Village)

e (Y BYY BIR TG 1D
wa (} BYR £HY BB I3
v (¥ BUD BYY BUY LY
(¥ AU LB BB 2D
ouwnn (¥ THB LAY BHY L8
e (¥ REB LD AN LY
o (¥ BYY BYY LY HYD

#6 RI2SCEEFUR TR [2hdsd Wik febidid]
CxEd B RIBAE
Table 6, Distribution of Responses to Q19 “I could not
do it because”

Id Io Nu Ei Es
# (City)
Tovo ¥ R0G) o500 Bocs T3 0 0
i {3 300B 400D 40 0B 0 8
% (Village)
e {F G308 0°(8 078 1098 0 O
aka {3 2B 0002 EoeH 0 0 O
vew [ B LES 13 170 L
vamanasti ¥ 8305 S50 B30 w008 0 O
orayama { F 3308 1238 0 (9 0 @0 &
v (FEIR K3 008 20 00
oknawa {1 8007 0% G 8008 240E 0 O
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Do BEHABRBECH > TRFEELENa & Np 2&5b e TAFHLIEERD,
COEE P, Nu Ot 3 0DMEIC DV THEZT I~ 70 £70K 6 DRI T2hbH
LWL -cbdiR] OFE4icEs 3 3 1d, Io, Nu, Ei, Es @eh£n i - WE
& (Introversive-Deep type), Hfi+ 44 % (Introversive-Outer type), sl (Neu-
tral type), 44f - A% (Extroversive-Individual type), 4} » #: 4% (Extrover-
sive-Social type) TH 5, ChOFE LS EHELE, Id & Io 045HE, Ei & Es o
LEHEEZNTNARD, 5 22E Nu &D 3 D20KECOVTHERITE >0
RBOTROREBOVTOIEFRS, v IHNOBERERE2HLOLTVE, T

RT M2 [BEVWHEEPATEOR] KT ZRIEORE
BB Y 5 BEEREOFREER* LM TRT)
Table 7. Responses to Q2 “When I am with my mother, I feel”
(Significant differences between regional groups are indicated by * and **)

[M]

Tokyo
(city)
Kochi (city)] —

Kochi
(city)

Iwate - —_— Iwate

Akita — | — | — | Auita \

Niigata — | — | — | — | niigaa

Yamanashi —_— —_— _— — —_

Okayama - — —_— — — l — PR

Saga * — _ - —_— _ ' —_ Saga

Okinawa —_ —_ J— — - — { * N

{¥]

Tokyo t
(city)
Kochi (city)] —— ] Kochi ]

Iwate _ _— Iwate

Akita —_— —_— —_— Akita

Niigata * * -— —— | Niigata l

Yamanashi | — —_— f - _— _

Okayama —_— —_— _ _ -—

Saga —_ —_ - R * —_ l —_— Saga '

Okinawa’——l——_—_- X __l_'___‘
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INLOHBEZOMOFRMICODVTRLECHF 3 20HIEERINK L,

THUIHRIC K> T »Te A BEBEDKEDGR T ~FRINRLIED TH
%o BRI U S5 DOEBE KT 2ISOAHORREZEHHIC >V TRER & EA,
HNECOOVTRETF, M, F8, L, M, #8, #Eo 7#R2Ed, chd
OHEMOEL DOTHRELZTE 1o BBBEFREFESL, XFREFESLE
ZIHBETIE > TN, R LDRICBVT, — 1, ZO0ENMOBKAER
EDINCT L, *RBSPBOKETHREEDH ST E, * *»30.1 HBOKETHREED
HHLEEZEZNTNRL T B,

%8 R7 [REVBEEXVDENALILTLEE] KT B3 RIGORE
GEEicE T 2 HEEOEELR EHTRY)
Table 8. Responses to Q7 “When I am with my father, I feel”
(Significant differences between regional groups are indicated by * and **)

M}

T
Kochi (city)1 _—

Kochi
(city)

Iwate f

Akita ! —_ —_— * | Akita

Niigata ‘ —_ —_— e —_— Niigata

Yama- |

Yamanashi —_— .
nashi

Oka-
yama

— —_— _ — - —_ Saga

J Saga _—

|
|
Okayama —_— l —_ —_— - _— -
|
|

‘Okinawa I —_

_ __t _ | — ] — | — ] —

[F]
| T |
Kochi (city)‘ —

Iwate ‘ * —_— Twate

Akita l * —_— * Akita )

Niigata ' —_ — _— _— Niigata

Yamanashi | —— _— S *

Saga —_ _ * _ —

|
o
Olayama |+ | — | vs | — | — |
|
|

Okinawa —_ _ * _ —_—
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Table 9. Responses to Q10 (“When I meet a woman, I”’) in the case of male
subjects and those to Q3 (“When I meet a man, I"’) in the case of
female subjects (Significant differences between regional groups are
indicated by * and **)

M]

Tokyo ‘
(city)
Kochi (city)] —

Kochi
l@m

Iwate _— —_— Iwate

Akita —_ —_— —_— Akita

Niigata —_ —_ —_— —_ ( Niigata}

Yama-

Yamanashi  — —_ * * % ’ * nashi

Oka-
Okayama e _ _— * _— —_ yama

Saga * ‘ —_— _ _ _— * * R Saga

Okinawa * ‘ * , * —_ * - N _

[F]

Tokyo
{city)

Kochi (city)] I(ic‘i’f}'})i

Iwate _

Iwate

Akita —_— * _— Akita

Niigata —_— —_— -_—  — Niigata

. Yama-
Yamanashi _— * —_— * e am

Oka-
Okayama _— * —_— —_ —_— —_ yama

Saga * —_— —_— —_— —_ * —_ Saga

Okinawa ‘ * * o ' * * % * * % * * -

3. o oRER

PVEDORT~RINZHobNIHEREWB T 21CHID, ThERRT ALY, X
BEREET XA POR—HECHTETAVHIA, 412 ) 7TADRIGEBAADZNE
ST & E THEMICE LR [T 1979:29-M4] 2 b ELHobLTH
1o DWBEIZTH Bo

BELORKODOTERBUTHEL Y, EHEBKHObUIHEA, TAVAIA,
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£10 BU [ASEZFOTHRNEDATZ EE] KT BRIEORER
(HSRiC 8 2 FBEORERETRT)
Table 10. Responses to Q14 “When I feel that people do not like me”
(Significant differences between regional groups are indicated by * and **)

M]

Tokyo
(city) |
Kochi (city)] —

Kochi
{city)

Iwate _ —_— Iwate

Akita —_— —_— —_— Akita

Niigata —_ _ — _ Niigata

Okayama —_— —_— e

Saga ’ — | — | — ] — | — ] — ‘ — | Saga (

|
|
|
Yamanashi —_— —_— —_ 1 —_ R l
|
|

Okinawa i —_ N -

[F]

Tokyo
(city)

c Kochi
Kochi (c1ty)l e (cci)tcy)l

Iwate l _ —_— Iwate

Akita , * — Akita

Niigata ( —_— —_ o Niigata

Yamanashi

— = %

Saga * _

Okayama _— —_— —_—

|

| ot |
1——— —_— —_— ————!Sagal
|

Okinawa ] —_— —_— I

— ===

12 ) 7 AOB#EER ORI BRI 1977, 1979] »S5EHULTRELTH FIZR
DHEDTH 5,

FTM20 [RiCHT 38E ] k20 TaANE, B~0 P K GER) 244
TARBOTESELL, Nu (hymiamE) & Na (B#) RRNALBOOTH
> T, WENTICH U THOIFERN sentiment 20 THE Z EMRINTV B,
BICZORISOAEEL2AHNE, TBE2AX LDV ERITEd 230 emotional
REBRBHODONLTVE, HEADEASAFVTALKRCT P REVY, £0OXK
BEA2) 7T AERPPEIRD, »wbWwa [HA] MRELBRSBODNTOEDM
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Table 11.

M]

(WBICE T B RICORREDFEE* L TRY)
Responses to Q25 “T could not do it, because”
(Significant differences between regional groups are indicated by * and **)

Tokyo
(city)

Kochi (city)

Kochi
(city)

Iwate

Iwate

Akita

*

Niigata

Niigata

Yamanashi

[25 [Z2hdt) L WHIEHh > ebidid] icxtd 2RISR

Okayama

—_— *

Oka-
yama

Saga

-_— *

Saga

Okinawa

[F]

Tokyo
(city)

Kochi (city)

Kochi
(city)

Iwate

Iwate

Akita

Akita

Niigata

Niigata ‘

Yamanashi

Yama-
nashi

Okayama

Saga

Okinawa

BBTHb, ChitHLTT AV AADP BESDIL, 2O EH T » & non-
sentimental TH 2, % LT Np Ghilt) DL VOMPEHMT, BEETIsTbi-> TR
UBR3ENSBRBOFELEL TN BT EBDLLEDOTH S, BERALTAYHATHAA
ICBVTHIC Np K&, BATRP ORESVONERTEH 3,
W7D TRICHT 2REE] 24013, BE 74 ) ABICRBEEENSEH S
NV LPLZOWEES S 2 ) TALOHMIKRBRERENELETBOTH-T, 4
2 )7 ADERRBOGEELAK, PHRE, 2IVEBRMN3 2O/ Vv—THATR
BbRl. BLAZYTOEATH,

RICHT 2 & St P SRS - T
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R12 HRALABALOMICE T 2 AREOHFERR
(1385 SORIBILT)
Table 12. Significant differences between Japanese and other ethnic groups
(in responses to five questions discussed above)
Q2 Q7 Q10(Q3) Qli4 Q25
Attitude Attitude Attitude When people | I could not
toward toward toward do not do it
mother father opposite sex like me... because...
{ Japanese
* — * % * * %
Americans
{Japanese |
* * * * * % * % * *
Ttalians i

50, CORRERATORAKRTSH 2, 72V IADEATIAALBROBAD L%
AL LTI TR CEREZRLTN 5,

Ric TREicHT 28R (BTOHARBL, XFoHARMI) KBV TRAER
ABTAYAAN, AZ)VTADWTHEEBR>FDEEREERLTOS, DEDHK
ARBT AV A, 42 ) TRENTHDTP AL, Biticdd s =4 3 EHEE:
BT >THBEDTH 5,

Fl4 [AD S OHL] K20 THNE, 42 Y 7 AR Np Ghilt) BRb Ak &<,
MABFOTOIRVEbPNE, b BIMBREROTCY 2 v EL->TLEIC L
PIRINTWVB, TNITHLTT A )V HARL LS Na (R#) 2B ARLTH 25,
HEAELZBLEP(EE) BEDREVDTH-T, AL SHEDLLNE, BAEL
FPNELI0E0D3, BILL->TROULADL->THEFLOBERELLLED L
DEDBFANRINTN S, PEVMADLSEFPNBVCELEZEIRIERTEE
WHOBEHARIZ - S IDWBDNEDTH B,

BRICH2S TREOER] @20 TaHhEA 2 ) TALSOTEANLOI [EL
ol TV XMONBODLS] THEDPY LB sTehb] E Sl
Io (Wi - 448 BRIETH T, Id (AN - @) BRISREBED THRODOTH 3,
THLIBEREBA 2 ) TALBOTROBEETHD, 74V I ARPPERLBVT
ZREROTOBEEE>TEOVES S, LCANBRADEAREEZE IFhRBA
MO IO TT] TROEANID VY] &0 Id BRESEANEEE
AUTCHEDDBEHTH S, PEVHEARAKLENTR, CEDEKicHk-THLR
Y3 [HHEN] ERAEERZOCHLT, hRELOBE TREBVLOKELET S
MEEINS H20I03 THAFER] EHELBA 2 ) 7ARBOTRO®L, T4V AABE
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HRL REEEE
NRIRNTNBEE > TEWNIEAS,

PIEBNTELPEARLTOERREABIRBNORT~RIEABE S, &
TIETEEOREEAAET AV AN, 2LTHEAAEA ) TAOHIKRBIRAET
NTOHEEBCBELUTHESEEENEELTVIOIFELT, BEDOEHIORIE ST
HWEROICE VT, BEEREBCARVEVIBETH S, BROU I OHEE
ERETI2HDREVIILFEERIBEBOATH 5, ChoRBLROPFTRGM
BREOHHLSDEZRBOBND I DICRAIEDTH 505, HOEBIDNWTHE
THITHIBERERCDLBL BB ERESH,THY, BEAORICBY ZHBEET—F
KFBINBZXIDIRBPICLTRNE VI EENE TERINLIOTH %0

LLEMS, Brchb0kRAEEEL A TCHINE, BBREOKNNIEBICK
S THERKERZLEDBHEOLTH B, 7 [Ricdd 2Rl RI2)cBLTA5
L, TOWIRERBAEHLDONIT, LA [Ricdd 2HEE] (B7)Lh
2, TFOMICB VN TH2EEOHBENSE TN, Kic [Rikicdd 28] (10,
M3) B 2L, FickEHHEBESELTVE FiKHis R AR MR &
JEBICER ~ e Bl ZRLTED, KA E->THOLNZWML, FLAN=AIHET
HrTEBbhrd).

U LIRICEILAD THEAD SO KT 2 RIS & shid, iz RRA LR
B GRIKBTOES IR ERM), Ficl25o MRKeER] K20 TOREE S
hid, EEOBHARES VW EBHEDHEN B,

COXSIHBLTA5101T, HEBZOELWER L HIREOLBVWEREED
PRESTBLLENTEZOTH-T, [REIRNTIEE] KBTI BEENEK
bREL, ROT TRROFER] TRicd 28BE] TRicxd s 28E ] [MiAL» S8
AN E G KT BEE] E0IEFIES, ERRANETEED 223
HIRENFBAEAREDONBODTH 3, T LIcEREET 21CH » L ERITDON
TREXOERAMA BT ENHEZERID, LEFEZROLIKELTVS,

TRbE, BEAAD =Y+ 7 4 2 &0 HFTHAT, TOPKELS, HEVIIE
SEEME D LENEPHARLETRTCHEBELUTEEL, HBERRALSLNRT
WCEDBHEINBDTH D, AERRAAARBY 2B b IEEE LTED
FEDOHS, H 3V RBOXFETVAE [HESRHEHEY] (uncertainty about oneself)
ETHEAZAEZEHLBIEELTHS [T 1980:39], coipic, Vb
W3 EAES (individualism) 3#H T, MiAERE] (other-orientedness),
BBV AT 2HEEE] SV eBlEIRIBRO. ) LNEE»S
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HH, ERVAE-TLEREOERT 2 (Al ofmsELL, FHHEEOH
s [HA] BER MEEKRESFR] (mutual dependency) 4 BELOTH 3
(#4297 19731,

CCXHF BN T RO EEAAORE GEBNBEHETHY, T [RBcH
THREE| CBOTRTAVAA, A2V TARECHERTZOEY (HA ] OBE
BE) BELULIRSN, i, BRICEY 2HBERBAESH LRIV, 2%D, C
5 LIt BHRADOERK B RELICH BN OEELTO 0RO TH Y, BR
DEBILE->TEHEVEMT B LS, Lz -TRLLI REEREE—
BICOAD > EZLTEIODTRIBNIES I D0

RIT THADBDIDL] ICDPWTHBE, PHAZ)TA, TAYIARHENTE
USKREL AL SELPNBINREBZREZRRLTHEDINS X DB ZEABEE
WCRENTVBDTHBH, THIEODOTOHBERLADORITEEGDNEL, &
KBHOEACEMBENLEDONTOEVIBRERLTEBY, COKEBE
BB LTEET LI EDHEINDIOTH o

DLED XS LEAAS—Y F ) 7  OEEHPEMCBBENS LB ENRVO
KHUTH=YF )7 ORBWIGEL BNEBREET > EABEEMNS - TEL
<, RUBRDZHEBT 2XHNREOMBEC XD, HIBED, W LIRME
YUBEEOHREFZEAHRLTOEDOTREODENI OBROZETH 5, € LTH
ZREFORTH TRIKHT 38E] OFd Bl OBSCHE~NTT » SHhifizEds
RKEVORZDIHDTRBVOMLERLARBEA TS, LRO@ED, BHCHT 5.0HM
BEOHIMROMBCI>TdHTOEMET, DAL SEAENICBRELTHY,
Lle-THU XD REBEEBER—RICUAD > T, ChiC LAEITH T 548
EDES ERNTRIIZERD, HOTOEREENTXTFERIERKES, &
HICHAE>TLE oo TR - THEETNAFH LW TFEKRIERBEZRIKNX
T, RETOER, T UTCEICHEBHEENBTEROEA LM THEELDOTH S,
BBRTFER, BFERE SBFOEARCBASHBENALNBOOKALT, &
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