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The Chinese Policy in Developing Writing Systems for National Minorities

Hiroshi Suoj1

This paper presents an observation on developments in the
creation of writing systems for national minorities, as a part of
the Chinese policy towards its ethnic minorities.

When socialist China was founded, in 1949, many ethnic
minorities were present within its territory. These minorities,
who occupied over 60% of the land area, which, although mostly
marginal, was strategically and economically critical areas,
remained both economically and educationally far behind the
Han Chinese. Thus, inevitablly, China had to incorporate the
minorities into the unified nation building plan by bringing
their socio-economic levels near to those of the Han.

Therefore it was not surprising that the Chinese government
adopted, at a very early stage, the rather progressive policy of
guaranteeing the minorities the right to preserve and develop
their own languages and customs. But most minority peoples
lacked a written language or writing system. Thus China soon
put forward a strong measure based on the Soviet model, to
formulate writing systems for minority languages.

In China the realization of this plan involved several phases:
1. massive linguistic and sociolinguistic research on minority

languages;

2. seclection of alphabet or writing systems (pictography or
phonetic alphabet; Latin or Cyrilic alphabet, etc.)

3. formulation of orthographical norms (i.e., the assignment of
letters to sounds). 'This was done for every language, taking
into consideration the problem of a unified system with other
languages and, especially, with pin-yin, which was then also
being planned as a phonetic writing system for the Han
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language; and
4. preparation of a draft plan, and pedagogic and reading

materials for tentative use.

All these aspects progressed at varying ranges under the
influence of both Sino-Soviet relations and domestic Chinese
political conditions. The latter has been reflected in the varying
interpretations of the status of nationalities in relation to socialist
progress of China; between total cultural autonomy at one ex-
treme and assimilation or amalgamation with the Han at the
other.

Developments in’ the creation of the writing systems for the
minorities as a whole, falls roughly into three distinctive periods;
(1) (until ca. 1958) the urgent attempt to develop any one writing
system for every minority language, and a later attempt to
produce uniform systems on rather a theoretical basis; (2) (until
ca. 1978) the period of retreat and disruption of the minority
language policy; (3) (1978 — present) the period of the revival of
writing system creation on a more practical basis, i.e., according
to the conditions of the individual minorities.

It is not difficult to relate different political situations to
these penods The present minority language policy is ap-
parently being conducted under the favorable atmosphere of the
recent political liberalization movements.
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ARICE > THERIN T DTREL, EBPXEZRIT 2REOEARAEKTH -
foo MEDERICENT, RERBY 2> THKELED ET3HEKEERSITEDE
ERKEBIF N CABORRE O MSEERATEZZ L TE L LIEAMDET
bb, BERECHTAHIOLI BNEER, ERANCIBENECED L, ZRER
PHEHMEELI - REBRICOBEIN TR DIE B 1983: 8],

DEERNEREE U TEER LEEOERMEZENED ONIDIZ LD R FrEH
BYLTh6DL ETH DB, L LFELAOOLTNE6~TBITETVERNZ,
567005 AD IDIR 2L B BRKERLLD0%% 5D, £0£ 13, EEhEicEE
LTHY, IoKEBER2CZEARCEITLEB> TS50 130, i,
HEEERRFEOIBEAPSBEROELECE B EEED 5> 5 [EpMONDSON
1984: 67], LWL > TEERIE VI RECHEEEZLDPA THEHEICE>T, 55
KoDIEAVHMBEICEKE SRSETERNEERL, ANCERNK—ZHETICE
REENICORENICOREBABERIDOBHIEONTH S, THNHBELOR
BEPPIIENE, FHHEBRILRMOEDS N2, PEERBEREEDh TK
SUWEBEAEDTE I, BH OENICIBERE, BROESELRABBOARIME
BEINTOWERWVWA, TRTOEEMBEZRBEEICHEE L, FohrEEmcs
DBLRHLTERNES L OFFOLRAROERY, ENNHERRLICK > TOHER
HEBKESERINTE I BII9AEL SO L AER T, BEREESKELE
BLAEDREGOC &TH 2, UL, 1970AK, ULKESDZEHSHER X 111k

D hEFEEME, REERIHICEALT, HREORND 5, CITTREEY, BRORREEEME
LB ROHRENTEAL TS HETOTNEY, 20—FlE LT, ¥kt [1983: 334-335]
BROEHIILDRTHE, [BRELFFEREEDOOIDDBHVOEEZLLERLTAH3 &,
TWEDMICIE D &b LT EMNENS BDRE BT EEZL TR, LOWTWHWHE 5T,
[UEDEZ] KD ESBHEBRTH -T, Dl &b TAEEIN] REEh-72DTH 5,
CNRFERRT BRI X A EEMTEICA SN TZ80] EHRARNICHBERICT3ETH 5,
UL U—ICATEEREAZEINTNBE 00, ERICRIEBEENROYE LT3 EME, TiE,
EENEEULNERERBECINTE Y, [MLoEE] itk L v+ & LicRikgysER &
BAHEMBEANITRETREVERZS, ZRREERICbELEEETE LD, BLAESER
RHROEEEZERE LT, EMCHIEDOMIITEEARICHELZ DT, B8, BRERFOMX
{LHIBEZ PRI Z I ER OB LY, BEIREEELOHIERLLD S 3NEENI
BDTHAH. b U [HdrIEERN] BERIIRIC K ZERMKEICAONIZETEEDS, %
PR LFERRE W O MBAELDENL Y, LA, ARERICK M EXEOREE
BEOSEERTREONTHEASI, £ LT, HEATORERESENHEIC [XLOEE] 1cd
ETOBEEERENSCBDDTH o7 ELTH, TDFTE > TAEDOBERICE O TIITERRT
%Kf%&%@f%okt&@%biﬂ“gif,CCKﬁmféﬁ%®EKﬁﬂwﬁﬁwu
NSV B,

2) 1983FFE AOFHETII67,233,254 A [ 1984b: 47] T hicidl, 300U LD F 7 V1, 640
FDERE, 5405D Y4 7" Vg, 480D 11K, 300D 3 v A&, 34075 DF Xy MK, 26070
BEREELIEOAT, 1TALLTOF VI, F— X, #—F VKPS 000 icH/d b —
AvVik, AvFa v LAOARDOELDAY = VERZENS TN B,
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LBLEMTEEEVZ S, HRIZCDOIIWEAP D, TEHODKEKE DX FE
BBEOHEBZESI itk y, PHEREEBRRO—AEEZLSZ, EREDEKE
DNESGZETREEBDETE56DTH %, PTEHODHEKEBREDHNICE L TDX

iz, [FHE 1980; F 1982; 24 1983; Epmonpson 1984; Fu 1985] 75 &
WS DhdH B, DTN HEQOME S, 28, FANSERICERLT, &
HELUTRBZESICELET D, XFABIKETIBEROEBL LY, ZOERICD
WTRIEBEAEBNLONTNIE D, B [1983] TEEZEBEOHB 2BBEDN &
DEEIC BN THRRERZITIN > T 38, XFAIBCE LU TRERICE ED T

o TR, BREATORAIBRBTH 5LV BRNEKRRD 2, THEE
) TEEFER] TEERE TRERE] BEORE - XFECRICET 2R EH/ XD
LROFENEBICELICED, TOBEICHIEN « ERUBIAER & OBEE TS
J 3 EERS I
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ERBELIRV. BAicL- TR, HFEOEK, H50EFThicET2E8M~DRERE
BIXAE-FDLRVESNDD, THEBS CLOBTRNIEERED—DIS
CENHIBDTH 5,

?NT@EKM,%ﬂﬁﬁ%?%bﬁﬁmméﬁﬁ BakboREZHEIECR
HOFERELTENBELAREERZHE TS, LhL, IRTORKNZDEEZ,
fEOREEFEHICAVIBELEF R > TV EbITRIZV, EENREEDOHE
I3, ZOBEFHERLEDICECRATH S, LEZE, XEELLTORVERETH
B, ThE2AHKEAEEXTEIRKETH 2 bbb od, BRickD, EEEB
PHIRPHES EANBE» SO LEL > TOEEANH b, V—<7=T DNV

Y —FEREBINICHE BN, cnRER, BERCLDEBHICEESHERINX
SELTWBHTH 5,

—FHheERE - 815, PHREEOBLIIRELLT, BAEZICHY
BXFERHT, REBELUTEELINALSEDRL, BOohW/EARTERTS
FEDHEROTVWEEAE2HFICEMTE S, CDBL, BRD 50EBHIRD
BRbhbod, shERELTIACENRABIBICH I LEB3HEO0TH
5, HERE» OHE, BH, HEDH 50 SEESNELHEMCL TV 2HRRHER
T, ThobbfBvhihadc i3, BEEANAECOLLLZZ LTH D, X%
CDBE, PO RRER, UWICSENTNT, ThohbRIHTID, XF
DIENT EPEEELEE > TS, PLEIELTiZ Coulmas [1984: 6-7] i3 L®,
BELZ OMARLDHSLIKINT B,

TVT, T7VH, HEADOEL DERRCDLIBEREEZSHL LI TN 5, &
XFEOREDHFER, CHOoOHEOREEE LTV 3ERLEHOWIETI T2
FTHBZ ERFEPTEETEE L. UL, Thi3HSTLS, BEL LPEEKK
XEZEZBDEVHIFHICIET TV, 2 TUTREDOHERN L EESERFIZH
EBEIND, Z0O—2F, BETHY, 1io—DRERELELTOEROKAE TH 3,
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TWW5%, HEAFRMWERBZEZEHETELT, chbDE L DLHEKDBENI
HKE, HLEHEVSIHELLBLAIEENDS, VHIKHBEIRIORBEHOETH
- IR,

TZTR, HPEN, PEEERICHLTEZIERNEEED » THAKLE
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CFHECHB B THBTAC LicT b, PHERKSEEERTEORKER B X
UREBREOEABRBOEB L hIPDL>TNE LBV ETHRLD, chbdicH
LT3, BB [1980], £ 4K [1982] Iz,
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FRREMERZTo L2 ) 7 - P EREFORE E L b KBRI N, RENSEI
HAVWEREEOEELL2 L T500, EFEBOHANK [Bik] KT 2108
ThHb, L, w7 RERICBOT [BiE] 0KV > LTREDO S DT
, BEBEIZE, ERtickd, ERBEALIN, REGRELRS AR

3) BRICHEOPHEREEBEOFREDL T2, LD HIHEIHE - Fétope, 28
WIREREHE, FicXFEAH, &7, BAKETZIHRETHYD, TNTOFEICOVTHEEY
CHFTRNED, BB TER U ACBEAPEEOXFERETOHBRDODS (DR EDHTF
7ro EREWEICH2D, DITORIPLERERE IC Ui [CHane  1967a, 1967b; thEZE
$EERED 1959a, 1959b; 4= 1983; F 1982; Fam  1980; (& 1984],

4) BiRELUTAMICED DN TO A BB BEIHEREFT IEFL O MR DEIBILIONT
W35 LW, DNHISEEE UTDREE DI LB AE5E05 CETH M, Tl
s AEeEdsd 5 (Al 1983: 9-10], B IRKEO NI EZ I, RBFIDOER 288
ABBLTOS [ 1984b: 47], BB I AU EEREVIEE » TORNI952ET
RIOBEERL T3 [BEE 1952: 3],

5) SHHIAICIZN > TH 57 TD, 1940ERDEIZKEDREL, 19504ED F < FEJEL, 19504
Rigl ERSFEORMEICHREThIA 7N, #F 7, EEERESOSEIHRGERNES
FRLENTED,
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Enbhd [kRA 1970: 7], 1917FE Oy Bic Bt 2RV Y = EXEADKE, 5T
Ou 7 OREHBE M THEFRBESHIIINSD, 2513, DR, BRES
DEFELIZRZELTHEEINIZZTO, BRICK 2EME, BABRLMECHBMN TS
27 TOHEBPB/IEAMLTIREMOENBILOEAIDTH >0t LTHD (e
ERGEH E REEORFEOTMEREZZD TN &ITE 5,

DED XS BBRICERBREES L 28 BEDOD, SOIKEKELSELHTD
BT LDOTENDBDTH A EVHIEAES BeThOR, 0 RLHOL —X
V) THERERNTA v b=« NOT—ERFLIEA N« ATV F—LZDRME
THAIRE =YV THBELEENBEN, 22—-Y)vD [ers2EHEEERBE] 5,
BELEBAINTER (Bl DERERICHT 5, [BRkLE, S7FE, #,
RBEAERE, BIUOEBRD S bick b2 0EIRE, Chbodmks X
ELTHELRECAD, BENCER I N, A OBRERLREETHS] [BHp
1975: 91}, ZOEHRZZNWLUBRHLEBRICBI 3OBEKRBEDOVDIIIES &L
THROEENE2S DT &ITE 3,

IHICHENRCZ &IC, 22— Vid, REOEELHBIEZEOFRLLTTREL,
BREENOBHERRE EIDD-TVBEEELE TV, £LTEECL>TRL
ODTHHIKEBEZZG 2 ENBTE, MEILADLITENTES, zhid S o
VZ YT — ORI RICORNBEC ETHBERNTHS [Hh  1975: 100], =%
= UNCDESICREEERE L OBEER SHIBINICEYD, BECHEREHETOL
ERETHLSEREREROER LABI DT, VELSRINHICEONTEES
DRELZNZXHFBCRBINIBENEONDIC LK E, 25 LT, Uy
ROBEREOEEBRE L L TXFAFNERBRECXEE257 5 2 BEICEY,
ETKBLTO 7, ChRFERVBEOITBLIUCBEORKEEZ 2GR E Lo,
BEZER D/, SEREPREZELHE LIREWERAELSH G » TR bOLE
[Comrie 1981: 22-23; GurvicH and Taksamr 1987: 37-39], « 5 L T19404F
ICIREBETJ/BMNEZRBT, 5007 AUEBENLERBATEE L3 CE bl
% [Lewis 1983:322], £ DX 5 K KB THEMLEEBRESTTONIOIH
P, COBROBEBRBRIBCHEOLKREZFEOXFCEVTHEW 2
TEEIH I h .,

6) DED DRI RRIEDHPMEERD DR, [ v v 7T HFEOBRNICHFMICHEI¥LNL
HEROSBEMC B2/, COEREHRESEE L CE REMERRNDE—ETH
D, DOTREESEREROIDICOMETHBE EEZ2] URA 1970:8] v ThHs LT
BERMBH D,

7) COHREFORBICOVTIE (B 1975: 87-102) i LS RNENTI 3,
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VEEDBOFETO2EDEICRIL, Lbd, VELBUASREEREHERT S
HFhEICE > T, HAEBOERELLRERELOFFRIT L L ZDERIC
BOTRERWCHER SN, EEBEOELABGOTNEESEL 0N T/ EEXD
N3, 2D ETHNLLI, REZERL, XOKSHEEZDOEEREZHELLT
BHBEIERBIELHETE242 ) VERBETZUROELSTH 5,

VEOLEBREBENDEICE » TEEREF AL LEE > TN &1, SRMED
HEIC BORKBEEANT 2RELRO P LBRIN TV LSBT
&5 [T 1952; MEtihIE K - #AImEER K 19525 {§ 1957a], £k D &
S, BEZNEZHELTON S, [ V#ENEDYRKEICXFEZAR UK, KX
DEFDOFELRTH 5, HICY BEDILF EHRT VT DPIED DREDEEDER &
BEOZ DERKOBREMERICEMUEIAIHYD, VEDEEEZERIBADRKE
HEBICB VL TEELRRBRERA T 3D D TR, 2L ORBREHRE L THEE
RMICED TS, ] [BEE 1954: 12],

FrhERER SBEESEOIRVICET I3HEMNOARTEERFR, [TT
DEKRBETERBEIY, BEEAMREEAR LEET 58HZ 2] & L7, 1949
F£9 A OBBBHEASLRRESESBZICBRON TS, £2DErhEARKTMER
BREBRERRE (F15%, 165) KRB [EREBBRROBHRBBEEIARTERLT
WEREXESLVEEREESDEB LT AV TBELITM LIS 5 it
BFEELRBIVICENTESS, 3ok PRARBUFBER [ERRE—T#H®
BHOMBERSEEREESEFNRE] FB4D Kl [HET 2LUEENE
BEOEEDPXREREDBEE, BEECBVTEDEBEPNFE THALETTE S, &
BRI T3 [BHEE ww:ﬂo

an

2. AHRKSEBHROELRTE

Pl RAMBEREOFESM L # OB S, 5, 4ABNEKRICSOTHIERICESH
THBCLERBFETER, L L, BEEEEZH, ThERBI Y IHHEZRE
FTARiIcEETD, EEBCEOFRBEIC OV TREKKNICONRTHIE N, BEER, £
HEESXFEERHELEVES, EZO XS SHERFORTEGYT SN b7, XFA
O DDOEEVNMVETH B EFL [BEE 1952:3], chdBERNAEELT
MEAlbil3ETAATR, EORTEIRIGED. D &S RRAWMEILED
SOMBREEERERLLD 72 ALXDNZC Eid, BLTEER TSRV, FE
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DD EEBRICRAY LEBENTBHREE5 L0, G ULAEROBALARIL
DHBRETHAHS . ZORNTOLURKEFBBEROEAT ST, EAMICENT
BRATZBRBEICH - O RBERDEEE, H5EE, D VEREKTEVLT, BE-
BEWMTOFERICTHA S 2BBICEI TEDEC ETH 79, 4K, EBRNDOREHD
EEE, XFTESEDLTFRIZG>TORL 21D TH b, TLLFRH-T L
LThd, BEF—HOBERFICHESh, BrxO0BERTARIBIEEALXEDORE
ThH-olo TNODETH, VEDYMOSHEBREALEEEZS > TV LLWVA B
[LEwis 1983: 311-313],

L L, DETRERODEERBEPEFERONEBLILENOFED, BEAL
DAYREFICET 2MERIEE BN TV, Z CTI9514F 2 A thit A RBUN BH
BRIEREEHICHTIREEL LTRDC & 2kdi,

[BHERABERESNIC, RESEXFMAEERZELXZREL, PHRES
EXFEHFEICET S TEFEEAMT 5. X XFEERCOARK B FEE2AHT 30
2B, XFEORZLEBREPRBCXFEREINIOZEN T 5, ] [BEE
1952: 3],

LHL, XFZHTHAREDORKNBRIIIER ICHEET, XFAROT LK E
SZENIBE L THRS T EWRETEH » 70, 19525EBHE [1952: 3] 2, AIFILT
s ThEEX] BBEOHRF CORREOXFARMDOE N ZFTHT T B0,
ZOPTRENERE LT, D4 D>DEREHT T 5,

L HEMOENKELIL, Bib, REDE DT 2HHFOHE L XFAIBOER

KT & D,

2. REIchIOERES Y, H3VEREHINCRERIFEENHEHRES,
RSEBERBELMELET 2. $TEBFCRELSTLRT L LEEYL,
BREELXFED BREBEEZ 5o

3. ERELMEBENLY, EBEREARANKELT, HOXRAD—BOXFEZESLZ
EEHEUBRE, HERRESREOWEERT, XRAXEZARTE S,

4. AOPBEBRHT L, TE58, A DMORKOXFEEMA NS LEH
TBBA, THRAKTH 5. LrL, b ULEREMEBOXFEL2AET SC L2E

9) XFARDEMICE Y 5 ERWERD, RUTESEDICINTORD 70 L3, BFKR

FIC L B AN, BEOFESEFREZICOBRBEEDE LT, BROENWTNBZ EHDHN

% B, ToE AN, 19544F [F N EAE R BEEDO X EAIBORMICET 3 MBI > T oH

&) OHATRZ SARNONTNS [BREE 1954 1], [oRICRBRENE A

FHL, BRICEAL, POHOERRTIXFOANLEDT L&, »ILLOEBY)

R, FLOHEBNEANCEBT 04 RETIEERERTH S, TNRLBRENSIIL

KEEEDZDEE, Ko TINTH—HICHEAERBSERRT 5 LICBOTIRICE
ERERERDODOTH B,
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e, REANBREZEET 5.

ZUT, DHBRCXFERMT IR, ITE—CSUBEEECBTAHERR-
XD XY, TNOFEONHRERREFEZHOLICL, EBFOHNTEBENET S
EDBMET, ZDDOFTENBBETH S L3N/ Bk 1952: 8], BRPLHER
BEBGED 3 RKBEL LTHI SN TO X FAE - B, EEF(E U THEEE
DOBEROREIO D5 b FAIH « 5, EEELSHEOKBEZMELLTO L E
WA Bo DHIGAF 5 FICRXFD L b RSB L SR T 5 7 D BBE L&
BREQESNFMARERELOMME L [ XFORWREOCEAEE B Y
HIIBEHRT ARHBIID KR -T, BEBICKD, YHOSEBREOEALL >
fo, EROSEXFEFERBROBENSHECHETIRIXBRBRRINTH S, TDH
REHEOXZEAERE 4 DITKBIL, 2035 bEXEREZE 51T 2Tkl
T3 [# -« 1954: 24-26], XD LEEEDOXFERBRIZRDL S TH - 7o

1. XFEEHEH-TBD, ILHELOKEBORYE DD IEK,

Fy ME, BEE, A 7R, Bl Aex (2 vT) K, YRK, 9
ARIMR, £ E -V, CNDIRBRGZESDPTIEDIC, X, EELDRHT
1618 EDSIAEE,

2. XFEZH2D, HLOESNDIEN S5 Riko

24, FUE—E, VRIE 7 GEEY) K T 7K
3. XFERHB, BHLEYL, FLFEBEALERLLTIVLERK.
Bk, 18, FVE, ¥4k
4 XEEBLBOERE. ROTO0ERIcbT bh 5,
1) FEFERER-TED, EHERTHERNS %,

10) Zhid, LEEBESHLHILHRBICHY, ZhE TP > St RO THRENSTT
EBOBAE TR ETH »Tco HARBORNTERERL LS TV eHEHICE ST,
ZNRBRLUBINIEZLSITOEETH . LT DLIDNE XS IL, THITZEED
EETEDE) FELMEELSOEBREEZRAVZ FHRICKITE 5, BONCI Y EOHEE D
VEDDYMERESEREORRL LB IRERE LT, BCOSEOERELTTHAL, &£
o v T7EMLBID NS, LL, TOEADR VY TEORITETEEICETOTIRIK
, BIREBEOHEBEZNEEAL I ERINETHs L0 @msfsgt LTLInT0s [E
1952: 4],

11) ZOLETR, XEFELEED LD, BEBRED S ODIK U HEERE S ZREE L
T3, ZhickniE, XERIRICET 2 TEBDRFESHEMPTED, XEFEDOEER
hREKEEHERBEVSEREE b0, BE LAXFOLBHARPTRARBRLEHRNELE D
B NEOEREEEREEREROARBIFBTIE D T EIC/E -7 kA 1970: 334], X

51T, BEAEHMOXFETEOERBDOBENC LE2ERHL, XZFAROHEOCRKYFENTE
hd,ifﬁﬁb,%0%%%61,%®ﬁﬁwﬁ%fénd,mmaﬁumwrﬁﬁﬁéﬁ
B EiER U [(REER 1954: 12],
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2) FEFERFRELTEY, HEDLZABIEZLIFERIT N,

3) HEDEMIEHEITNI L,

4) ZMEBEILTH B0, SEORKMBEL 3,

5) BEELMRBEETRIENL > TWAH, SERERMIILTH 3,

6) BREELOVHMORENIFEZE>TEY, 2hEDLSCEE2BATN 5,
7 REEES GER BAERED> T,

%/, LOXIRKXEVEETLESOBUEDOMEYD 2 L3N /cDF, 2hhHE
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WHEN TN T2A, CORBTOBEEOHERIBT UL OAMICE, RREDEF
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LSBT XVAHEEINL, ChOHEOHITIZ, PHEEBDOXZEEMSAT,
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REBONBMOEELZTHBL, THoBES

COXRIBHRICED, SHEHEHEOHRLLZREPSHESRES NI,

3. XEFWE - AROET
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1. JARBRER, BCHKBOARERNAE TS OFEREELRE T 558461,
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4 HFEEEFFEOEMEMNRERMCREZORINICES

Pkic, EERELBHE ONHOLBFHOBNERTEBC ENBTE S,

TR D LB TRIROC & SMBOMR & dNntco —DREFBMOIMLBEY LA
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1986: 6],
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NI ZAEZOFRRICIBSLE > TREBEOH DD/ EFEELLS &LT56, chlid
XACKERHIDORE LG TRIEL, HOTHEY, vEEFRELTAL>TEEERE
BEBRABERTEBZILETELDTH B, &5 L7cEhT, 1957THELRA LD IC
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