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Jii tu and Islam: Socioeconomic and Religious Changes among the Bozo

Shouichiro TakEzawa

This paper, based on field research in two villages of the
Republic of Mali, outlines the relations between the socio-eco-
nomic and religious changes among the Bozo fishermen of the
Niger River.

The Bozo were the first settlers of the so-called Niger Inner
Delta, and their habits of life and thought have been strongly
influenced by their specialization as fishermen.

Bozo worldviews are preserved in the rituals connected with
the water spirits, who, according to them, live in water and are
the real owners of land and water. Bozo myths and legends
say that their first ancestors fell in contact with these spirits, who
allowed them to occupy the land and to catch fish on the condition
that they would carry out annual sacrifices. Their descendants,
who are called jii tu, “owners of the water’’, continue to do so
for the purpose of renewing this alliance with the water spirits;
they also accomplish some social and religious activities that
are considered to be indispensable for the maintenance of village
life.

But the changes during the past thirty years have been so
great that not only the mode of life of the Bozo but also their
mode of thought have been deeply influenced. Perplexed by
these changes, some ji¢ t¥ have decided to abandon their annual
sacrifices to the water spirits and to embrace Islam. This
decision has thrown other villagers into confusion, and they,
in turn, have been obliged to find a means of reorganizing their
ways of thought and life.
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B B ®» W+ @ @42 O ©O=17 @ @=17

a-1 somujon 41 0.98 102 2.4 4 0.24 7 0.4
a-2 tina 21 0.50 31 0.7 9 0.53 21 1.2
a-3, 4 paa, kaalo 6 0.14 11 0.3 0.06 1 0. 06
a-5 nyani 0 0 0 0 11 0.65 42 2.5
a-6 boxa 19 0.45 33 0.8 0 0 0 0

b-2 papolo 5 0.12 22 0.5 2 0-18 10 0.6
b-4 jéné 2 0. 05 10 0.2 0 0 0 0

b-5 dronkoron 29 0.69 388 9.2 14 0.82 290 17.1
c-2 jilan 39 0.93 1235 29.4 8 0. 47 74 4.4
d-1 kyanan 0 0 0 0 6 0.35 26 1.5
d-2 kwa 22 0.52 62 1.5 5 0.24 11 0.6
d-3 swanya 7 0.17 7 0.2 15 0.88 29 1.7
d-4 gapa 27 0.64 63 1.5 5 0. 29 10 0.6
d-5 salin sew 34 0.81 53 1.3 14 0. 82 26 1.5
e-1 taani sew 40 0.95 109 2.6 13 0.76 52 3.1
e-2 pérépérén (sew) 10 0.24 13 0.2 0.41 14 0.8
e-3 xubin sew 11 0.26 15 0.4 0.06 2 0.1
e-4 sew xolo 3 0.07 3 0.07 0.18 3 0.2

f xulu 39 0.92 86 2.0 15 0-88 27 1.6
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