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After the collapse of the people’s communes (Renmin Gongshe) in
China’s rural areas, we can observe many kinds of self-organization
throughout the country. In Northern Shaanxi Province, the most promi-
nent way of self-organization by local people was to establish Miaohui
(Temple Associations), which used to be very common in Chinese rural
society before the Cultural Revolution.

At the beginning of this article, different types of Miaohui are in-
troduced in order to show that Miaohui does not merely function on the
village level, it operates on various levels and with various sizes of com-
munity or social networks. Some Miaohui are maintained by donations
and voluntary work contributed by patients who had medical treatment
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or took medicine from each Miao. Others are famous for their effec-
tiveness in fertility or producing rain. It is important to note that the
size of a Miaohui is not stable but changing all the time through the
reputation it earns from local people and also by the ability of the
Huizhang — chairman — of each Miaohui. To be a good chairman,
fairness and generosity are needed. The people’s continuous talk about
each Miaohui and its management is critical to the growth and longevity
of each Miao . In the most prominent case of Heilong Temple, because
of the emergence of talented Huizhang, the scale of the Miaohui changed
drastically from a small inter-village one into the central one of Northern
Shaanxi province. This phenomenon can be explained as the emergence
of a dynamic structure in this area after the release from domination dur-
ing the Mao era.

Looking back on the former studies on Migo in other Han-Chinese
areas like Taiwan or Hong Kong, continuous discussions are observed
regarding the relationships between the size of local community and the
range of the influential area of each Miago. In the earlier studies on this
subject, spatial phases of Miao activities were rather stressed, but in later
works it is pointed out that such spatial ranges are not always very clear
and it is rather hard to set some boundaries on religious activities. Later
studies try to watch Miao activities more functionally and dynamically,
which means that the range of Miao activities are considered to be more
changeable and multileveled. In the case of present day Miao in North-
ern Shaanxi, the same characters can be observed, maybe even ac-
celerated because of the decline of Migo activity during the cultural
revolution. In this article, analytical individualism is adopted in order
to avoid treating Miao activities statically. Activities of Miao are seen as
integrated results of each personal exchange between local people and
Miao. 1 have not only analyzed the implications of personal exchange
between Miao and these supporters, but also the process of integration
of such exchanges into collective ones. Then the meaning of the annual
Miao festivals, which are ordinarily held along with local operas, are ex-
amined. Then we find that the Miao festivals are functioning as com-
munitas for the local people who are participating in them.
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