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Current Socio-Economic Situations of Urban Inuit in Canada:
A Case Study from Montreal

Nobuhiro Kishigami
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In 1991, 8,300 of the 49,000 Inuit in Canada were residing in several
southern Canadian cities with populations over 100,000. The overall
living situation and conditions of urban Inuit in Canada are relatively
unknown. In this paper, I will describe the reasons why Inuit migrated
from their home communities to the urban environment of Montreal
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and’ their socio-economic situation as of 1997. I then will discuss
changes in the life styles and ethnic identities of these “urban Inuit”.
Inuit living in Montreal have not yet established a distinct community or
urban culture. Rather, Montreal Inuit exhibit emerging multiple iden-
tities that may relate to such factors as.-prolonged city residence and
marriage to non-Inuit. This urban sub-population generally does not
speak Inuktitut nor practice “northern Inuit” ways of life, yet maintains
“Inuit” as one of its several ethnic identities.
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