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In his recent article on the state-of-affairs concerning the studies of
so-called “Saints” in the Islamic world, Prof. Horiuchi proposed that in
academic discussion about Islamic sainthood, at least in its popular set-
tings, we should use the term “great person” instead of “saint” and other
related words. My discussion here is not meant to answer his proposal,
but to develop his standpoint on the basis of another case-study of a
related matter in Southern Sinai, Egypt.

Historically speaking, Southern Sinai can be regarded as one
socio-political and economic area, where the Monastery of St. Catherine
functions as a pivotal entity both in the spiritual and socio-
economic/political senses. Another key entity in this area is the Jibali
tribe, thought to have been sent by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian
from Southern Europe to serve as serfs in the middle of the 6th century.
After the advent of Islam, a majority of Arab tribes moved into this
area. With the increasing political influence of the Ottoman empire, the
area underwent radical social change from the 16th century onward.

In modern Southern Sinai, we can discern many “saints” of various
origins, names and social functions. Seemingly, they exist without any
social and cognitive background for their functions, but this proves not
to be the case, when we look into their origins with the help of historical
documents and oral traditions. In the present discussion, I propose one
principle to explain the seemingly unrelated “saints” of Southern Sinai in
terms of their cognitive origin, which might contribute to the general
discussion about “sainthood”.
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o EED MY~ 2EEROBRIED L 57 b DI TeDIES 5,
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c— 5T, Ba b)) -2l L ORBOAEGRYERTLL0E LT, -V
BEA 4 A=A =T o TA0n, D) [(EHLY—32) BEROER] &1 &
ha, chEd@Bene, B ) — 2 BBk oZHBERic L ->T, BA Y-
Bl 5 WECKALOEIX L Bl Z IR OMOETRL, THFA] 09
BRON T 4 —NEWSEECIEND, BE=Vv I —b, TUF—F A —F
AEAF, T —AROFEHESH 7 4 — A& LTED ) — 2 EER LR EA
TWhb, EXRT 7 —A=WEEH2T o — ) MBEOEF DI DT,

BEALEREEVIBRLIDT, v VHEXAELY [BEROTEL L] &
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PRI Tcbhict Bbhb, 20D -V BELDHSHEH LY — X
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=97 4 F%FVAR, oA VEEN TBEEROFEL L, HodEHE
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NMEEF HBELUADEELREL, v A— VKL T, Bh Y —=X
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S OLEGIER 5T, Ee, BEOKEHD > HEpEEH L) — 2EE
BBl BRI LT\ o, &0 X5 TeRRIBROBESRIL, EARIIC b D 2 L8 < 1967
R FAEENRA AT ML > CHEIND FTHVC T,

DA = VERBRIZEE S + Y — REERICRBINCRL LG ent, BB bie L
Th, AL AFEEE I — ) BRCAKFE S D E 2> D TH Y, BF
tBRBLEE 2 UL, HEOI IO ERNTBRIE TN TE RO ARDKD
TERSIEALS, TDO L5 e ABREYEET 20N, Bh ) —2EFERE»HD
RYDEETH D, o —FEIEhAAVIZIABLIIAMKE S AR LE -0 &
Sbh Ty, BETOILLEELTHERL V%, =5 VAZL VD [vr 1%
BEoRER] wXihuX, 1393FIE A VvERDLETOSLEY 4 v EKILBCHED T
SO vhEI s (Eckenstein 1921:163), 14834E1CEE A + ¥ — 2 Wk x e
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Bro@Ey, 1920 K20 H30FERDOEEHFIC X 5 & (Shefik 1926: 14; Jarvis 1932:
230; Golding 1937: 131), RABF—ALDEAVEF, FEVIZER, KR
AT E VI EETH > e BB — AR ENED, A VOBRMSIrEBEEELVIFELD -
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LD VORERI=C S AL F A AT TIREI RN Y T Rr 2 TH
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EVWOBEWRTHS, BA LY - 2BERE S - VBEOBEREYRET 5D DK
HTERBEBIETEER>T D, THEWELHO L5, 5=V EFBEE,AOTD
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BFBBBERC ool b, HIBPICEY 1) — X BEROERYBEI€TE
SREBERD o, B Y — 2BEREAR > TL BRIALECHLOREHRIEETIL
Botehy, 2—my e R Y A MEMRLSHEHTESBL DT, BAFY —
ZEEBEA TR REEOECHNET S 2 L EHmA L TR LELD > T, 2 Dled,
By b ) - RBERIBRYEILDETHEHOARERDLHIL, 77 7THERD
& CRE BT A LED EIC@A L W AHELH 50 ER UL bR,
—FHoC A= VKL, Mo7 7 7HETEEOBRRICIEKE O olc, AESFLIC
DT TR, KO E L E > BRABEYRICT 58 >+ 1 OWBICHEE L
TEB LTSS - eh b ThD, B 1) — EERIL, BRI U
FEOBWEG L KIFRFRAREAL D, WEROARRY HIs >7c ) &\ 5 BB X 448
Dz L, A VRS FOFIEZATA T o, L LRI~ — Y #E
DFThH, Br b Y — EEROKER & AR O EROBIRA 7o < A FIA Licn
B, MY - 2 EEREE ORFRL EOASEBRYHREL LI EBDIDOTH D,

25 BYFADONEY 4 viES LA - VK

By r MBS VY 4 VR, by (al-Tar) OB HLATEY 5
(Tuwara) &#eFR&h, 74 — (Tih) REHCHILATT 4 ¥ —~ (Tiyaha) & XX
oy 71 DFTHE LXK I TD, BEE, - VMEEEL Y 15D
K4 Vi3 AT A BETH D,

B> A OINERRCEBEET (7 - s A ] LXdhs, RTilETEI S
DEFBHIE->TB0, HENED L S RRHOERIKE > corFLVZ &b
Do TWiswy, bodd, TOEBBERREOFIRC 2 HKFFEEFADO LD L
FOLTHBH LY, 7> 34D LT~ - ~—F afc KOFFILTIR
A= 7 P AOEN B E, E-¥0RC[2 4T ARHN VT 1 OWEY I F
I ot k=27 b AOFILEEEY =2 7 P XFE FRICFELL LCORE Y
F 4 XFWL (Proto-Sinaitic Inscription) TH H, BIEO e —<=FRT7T L7 » 3,
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i, 7—F 4 + 7245 —VEHFOIRF AT 7RDOAREDMEA T EDTER
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INTEY, 77 7EOEILRWE D 03E - 7o KFIfk i EBAED TR > T\ %, B
AEY - REEREIBTOR T A -V EIBELTCELAR A, 7 —
F 4 o 72457 —VEAUOERDEIZF Y A P HELHFE LTV 26 LV, RED
By AIRwb7 53 7RBEDS D, 1 A7 ALROERORKEET TV BH DT
<~ — FEEDHZTH B, 7V Vv 1) —DFFICIhi¥ (Bailey 1985), it
LA = — « 7 — A ENEE Y 1 CBE L, STttt 7 v -~
BHRETVT—F « A — FBEN=O T L OFAZERCH L% — ) b — VHIR D
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HDOLAEA FHENBE Y FAICEAL, V7= =L h— MEOER T, $HE
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Ay Fr A EBELTELYD D~ VIEE, ERET v 0] & Xidhs
EROBEBELLEE L L AN LOERGEYTF D L DBE LB CEEH DK
BIETH D, PGS DT E b D THED ABERS LT 51, 20 X5 IkEio
T~ —=VEEE, V=T 4 7 =247~ VEIOEERL ~7oF 7 7 ARPA
==« V=K E & O BERICERMYE U TR Y 4 YIRS
EEBEREAFAL EBbIh S, BHOETLOWTH, BEMWIIBT T vEDO—T
EERHELTABLWVY, TIETEYET 7 7 7MELEMT D L5 Thb
HERRGCEIC 7 7 €73 LIEb Ly,

O VHEOERIC I, BRIV 7 v AR v I EEDOEERIKA A
T ABANDOHFELXER LISV, BREMNKES 1) - 2BERE» LA LTHHTS
TDIBATLARAY AR FEI W IEEhD, LhL, EEOHRFIFhEELH
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2EEREYREL, BRTHO - -V MEOEER L THFERELILLV ), ¥
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5 &Ll HEL DITEREY, EFHESHIKAEFLCE S L\, Tt/
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L, ¥pictARitftiet A~ vEio= 7 » BHEIC X 5 ERERREOE(LI RS 5 &,
TOBREL T~ — ) REIRBOH T OBEY DR EER L LT, mEAIC X
L, IS1ITFE A< vEIO AL Z v e v ) A TR LT, A& VRS A=
MEXEN P ) — X BEEROBEL~OIERENSEH L TS b0k biE, BED
KAATLBEHET DL EOFEEBEYR - Z¥hbd, vV & 1 HH3GEEY
BHRL, BAFEEEG LT THo, IHLEI M) —2BEROIER L,
ANZAF A= ) FEOEKRIIRAIECORDE LT, BFET 7 FERSOBRYY
=T b Ay INELEL S UTeh, BERAIO L DL TR L H X
Lhlc Bz T b, £0HE O — VMEOBE L e Te T, 214 2 K
KTNLZ N REGIEZ AT, A VHRRBOF Y A PR, HARK
DOHEI L I s e—aETH - 72 (Burckhardt 1822:567), 727 L, 18214Ei1{n]
ADsD 23— VEEC B A BT sV 55 b H S (Ritter 1866: 241), <3 — )
BB A7 2B BER LT h, B E T+ Y 2 b ERBLET-> T e
HLL, BETH TOBRENELOEMNOELCEEL AR,

TR B R T TS AR R o A ICHEA L, JCERREE & i
B o TMEIHEZ T, HIRBEBEHI TG sz &b bbb, BH Y — 2 EHE
BBV Y 4 vOBRBCET AR HEE TS X e, PN — ) B EE
ALY —ABEERCH LT, bbb I ITHBHOHLA S LT HEEY REleDT
BEh ) -2 EERIIAL & VICER T RS, COR, BEOKLE TS Fhb
Hh ) -2 EBERCREINTERARY 20ELEEL, BEOT Y5 —F -
CaVvT g —DHETHD, T, RIINLoA — ) MECARORBI &0 % T
R IELHBT, - VMEORKFECHED L28h b ) — 2 EEROBGREYHE T
LNED, ORIz TAEDL IR, LK L—FT, Br Y — BBk
CA—VEREET LD, VU A EREEGCETSLT V- A~ EE, EREC
XL DIHDT A= AFFREEREES, ThEVEIZIT, 7—F4 7547
- BERTEDERRY v ~— A F RS2 T\ b, BHECTEHHN, &
OBRIIEE T TVTUL B,

B M) - 2EERIWEERE & KALBRERD D DRSS LT, o - Vi
LA DB & SRR E T bihote, Thbo®Mikit EAL &
WOBBRON 7 4 —AEWS T IETETIIENSD, B+ Y — 258k E DBER
DARRDTENC L > T B AT, 03— VK SR ARNIC R > T BB H b Y —
BB AR OB R A T LRI Lisain, OB 2 ORBBIIL T T, Bin
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BSPEPTHEYM O BL TEX e, —7], #ERRCL >Th, FYr 1 DEBOZE
THHBEH + ) — 2 EERLERTHESC L, BANCEETCALZDILLAHA,
HEEBR A BRI 22 5 XL THED TR -7,
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EREH LY - REEBEDO & THETHHERY b > T 5D — VRIS
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Y — X BRI RENEE DO —DOTH B LRI, THEIFICR THRERERCL
b, BBEOF RO ELE LR ST 2HFETLH >, COFRTIE, BAH Y -
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B oA — FEEED, FELALICEY b Y — 2 B#EL2 R Lz (Hobbs 1995:
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CDEIE, BYHr M OBEFRFEUTCEY Y — XEBERE, BxdibREN
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MPOT YA IWHTHNE - YIRBoR Ui THEOR] AIUED b, FoREE M
+HRB, BIEOWAES L, ROETHMEKEIREAED L5 BEE 5k, LHLE
BEREHBIRT 7 7ACH L TILRAERNESHE5 E LT, TOMBOEYILNLDLE
HLTLE-T, ZOBIARKERTEY, HEE (R—=2v /Ty v «Fp0)
DEED eI IC TN aRBT 5 LN BEOT, BIGUT, £0ENAR15 X5,
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o W H 7 4 - (BHEE) OB-EDI2T, Bh b)Y —2BERE~O¥@ &
A= VHENDRFE E VOFTeDTH B, SA-VHFEDOHL, 774 —Aii-
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