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The Kava Bar as “Pidgin Culture”:
A Study on Urban Culture in Vanuatu

Masanori Yoshioka
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A remarkable feature of Vanuatu town is the existence of a kava bar
in which kava can be bought. Although kava-drinking goes on in the
rural area and is regarded as kastom (tradition or custom), the kava bar
in the town is not considered as kastom. People think that the kava bar
is a part of urban culture, unique to the life style of the town and
opposed to the kastom of island. It is said that in the town there exist
many kastoms from many islands, not mixed but juxtaposed, so that the
town does not have its own kastom. In this paper, I will discuss several
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aspects of the kava bar on the basis of my field data in Luganville, a town
in Espiritu Santo Island, and consider what Melanesian urban culture
consists of, using the concept of Pidgin culture as a keyword.
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