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Soninke Diaspora:
Migration to Asia and Economic Activities

Teiko Mishima
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The Soninke people have featured in international migration studies
since the great movement to France from their “home ground” in West Africa
during the latter half of the twentieth century. Their migration was always
considered to be the labor migration. That approach overlooked the whole
dynamism of Soninke migration.

The Soninke have always had a tradition of migration in their ethnic
culture. The migrants still belong to the “home ground” even when they are
outside. Migration is an act recommended by family and society in order to
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make a name in society. It is a cultural activity and also a source of economic

vitality.

Soninke migration has extended to Asia since the 1980s. This paper

reports on their migration tendency. The main source of information is narra-

tive data collected in field researches. Here, I describe the itineraries of their

migration and their economic activities in order to compare with the concept

of “diaspora”.
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