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Since the foundation of the present socialist state China has upheld a
ground principle for national minority language policies which is to guaran-
tee the use and development of such languages. In practice this principle has
mainly involved an attempt to establish a writing system for each language
and to incorporate the languages into the basic school system for the minor-
ities. At the same time, the realization of a common national language on
the basis of Han has also been a mandatory task in the state’s agenda. In the
1980’s and onwards the schema that had controlled the Chinese minority lan-
guage policies has apparently shifted to a new phase, with the emergence of
critical phenomena where the interests of both sides prominently go against
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each other. One is the growing conflicts brought by the state’s purposive pol-

icy to emphasize the role of Han, and to rationalize attempts to develop

minority languages. The other is the generalization of the theoretical notion of

“bilingual education” among the language planners of Chinese minority lan-

guages, in the framework of which a foothold for mother tongue education is

sought, against the pressure of Han. The author further examines several new

factors affecting the present Chinese minority language policies.
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