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Research on an Endangered Language: The Case of Xianren Tujia
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Tujia is an endangered language. In studying endangered languages we
should not only discuss the causes and conditions of endangerment but also
study the internal structure of the language. This paper chooses the Xianren
Tujia language as an example. Firstly the vitality and decline of Tujia are
discussed, and the causes of its being in danger are analyzed. Secondly the
main features of Tujia are described. Finally the value for linguistic theory of
studying the endangered languages of Xianren is pointed out.
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