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Can the Piazza substitute for the Politics?:
Rethinking of the outdoor life in Italy

Taeko Udagawa
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These days in Italy, we can see the rapid growth of social movements.
Certainly this means that Italian society has a lot of serious and complicated
social problems. But my concern in this article is that their protest actions
almost always appear out of doors, especially in the piazza, so that we can
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understand these as a continuation of their ordinary outdoor life. Here I
attempt to examine the relationships they create and activate out of doors; not
only in the piazza but also in alliances. This will be very helpful to further
analysis of social movements.

Most previous studies about Italian outdoor life have had a very func-
tional point of view, but this is not mine. I pay attention to another aspect
of the outdoors; outside anyone can gather and meet regardless of his/her
own purpose or interest. By examining their behavior in this aspect, we will
explore the relationship between ‘others’. This is a very interesting and sug-
gestive relationship, because it contains the principle of commensurability
among others. This article tries to show that the concept of this relationship
forces us to reconsider Italian society, which has been imaged as disordered

for a long time, and also helps in rethinking social theories in general.
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