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Towards Revisioning Identity: Another Phase of Italian Identity Discourse
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Today some severely accuse identity of having caused and causing many
serious problems, represented by identity politics, but others vigorously defend
the concept as effective in spite of difficulties. Identity theory, even after the
constructionist turn, has not resolved this dilemma yet. This article attempts to
rethink and reconstruct the concept of identity. The key notion that this arti-
cle brings into the discussion is relationship. In today’s concept of identity,
we can easily identify the logic of separating and categorizing same/ differ-
ent, that is, us/ them. This logic is just a rule, and is not concerned with any
notion of relationship. By contrast, relationship means undecidability by any
rule, and so is ambiguous, contingent, and constructive. The relationship con-
cept suggests that we reconstruct identity, through which we can also rethink
the issues of subject, solidarity and society. This alternative version of identity
is not only an armchair theory. We can find some examples in daily life, even
if they are poor and slight—one of them is Italian identity. Usually this is said
to be a very weak national identity. But from another point of view, we can
find there another phase of identity discourse, based on relationship. We need
a more accurate discussion to recreate the concept of identity, struggling with
the theory and the reality harder than at present.
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