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An Essay on the Logo-Syllabic Kanji-Kana Writing System
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The Japanese writing system is logo-syllabic, using logographic kanji
and syllabic kana. Though the system is said to be complex and difficult, we
can now write Japanese freely by means of a word processing program. We
input Japanese using letters of the Roman alphabet and it is transformed into
the kanji-kana system. Before the development of computers, Japanese lan-
guage reformists criticised its complex system and suggested replacing it with
a Roman alphabetic system. We tend to apply western standards to our sys-
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tems and deny our valuable culture. However, Japanese writing has survived
for more than 1000 years, although kanji and kana reforms have been carried
out many times.

The essence of writing is to express the meaningful elements of a lan-
guage, that is, words. We combine letters to form words when we use an alpha-
bet. Although each component is simple, the combination of letters is just as
logographic as kanji. The kanji-kana system does not meet western standards
but seems appropriate for the agglutinating Japanese language. Even if it is
not the best, we cannot deny our long history of employing it. It is unique and
therefore we have a duty to maintain it and pass it down to posterity.
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Genzai okonawarete iru nihongo no hyoukihou ha iwayuru kanji kana majiri de aru. Sikasi
kanji no you ni, saigen naku jibo suu ga ooku, sikamo yomi kata mo ittei sinai moji wo tukatte
ita node ha, gendai no you na koudo jouhouka syakai ni ha toutei tekigou site yukenai no de ha
nai ka. Kono mama de ha nihongo ha gendai bunmei syakai wo sasaete yuku koto ha dekinai
no de ha nai ka. Ima omoikitta kaikaku wo dankou sinakereba, 21 seiki no jinrui bunmei kara
daturaku sezaru wo enai darou. Kaikaku no houkou to site ha, kana moji no saiyou sonohoka,
iroiro to kangaerareru de arou ga, watasi ha nihongo no roumajika igai ni michi ha nai to

kangaete iru.

O—<FICLDHRFEOZEFIIFENLOH9H 55, 1999 FEIZSIE X N2 AT
HbH (997 THROLErT—~<FfL L THZ,
WL L) OELETIILELZVOLED, O—vFTRIGEIL, LT5hb
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V) XIS, o DHIZ AND Lo 2 TRV D, FERZ, [HEHN] &) 5G,
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WELREL, [4+—o0) EWVIHIRBETHLIZE2DDLT, —HTlxoo, MFTIX
ou LFE ML, BEICKDDLILIFTELI b AV, DENRETELZVEWV)
ZEThD,

[ & TRIR] OHi%41E Tokyo & Osaka & ENT, ZN0—fILL T 5,
CHETRA, o B EFRNIC (A Y] LHGLIHICLAbDTIE AR, Tokyo & 2
Osaka & EQNTW72d 075, IWHELS 2 E LS OPEE 7207, HEIZEL L
Lhrolzizdr, HMEIZLCDPS 2D, BWTLZE > T, Tokyo % Osaka T b i
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v, TR SAR [IR] SACE>TRINLHA LT TH D, E-TRT%
TLHE, TNEALLRTIUT T b—Fa—] LiIT@mMOBNEVn) T LIlhd, DFD
[ E#HNWTHH-TDH Tokyo £V TH-oTh, [ M—Fa—] EHEFEhiFIUuLR
7%\ AT RS 2T IUE % 5 7%, TM% Toukyou, Oosaka D £ 9 12, KA T
HELHRTCE =TT 200399 FXTH D, Lol [Zwv] 2 [@Ew] LFELE
[0] LV REETHLIZOEDLLT, [HHE] DI1IH I, outEbRIELEHVD
WL, TR o0 THbo AL ITRXEH > TRD0HVNE) HRbDTE
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HERL D UG AL o 72 & ZAZFD B TIZRD & 9 % A AT T B,
[EEZTWL T ERTERVLDOTIER VA

sasaete yuku koto ha dekinai no de ha nai ka.

[WAWABENPADNZBENDTHS ) W]

iroiro to kangaerareru de arou ga
509 THNL, [HATWLZERTERZVOTIRZWD] EEBLTHAIL, [0
HWHEEZEZLNLTHSI) D] LAFRADETEZ[M) THH ). IFmADIZLAL
PRI A EMIIRAZS D TNEEZD720IC0— Y TERILT R THI

O—VF TGP EHEEDRENTVD, ZNUICKH LT, ALETLTTH LWL

GHLEINLIN TV, 20— FTEgrbFEENSN, RKATIES
MEEXDRLRENLZ D THS ) Ho I?Jl;‘i%ﬁjc%f‘d;)ﬂci, L&D %kt Lz
JIUE%R S %WwIETTH5E, 9 ThWwhb v, O=XFRHEFUFTH S

XL, ﬁ%c'%i%f%éom—v%@iﬁi%ﬁ#%,ﬁ#%%%?é%%
BHb, RHFETH LT THEDIGhbEEZ LA THLIVEWV) Z LMD
VOTHAI) e TOHLHEZE, BELTERBEATLLENHLHNET, TN
PEEZOUHTH 2, 720056 [SEZTWLILIEFITERVOTIEZV2] I
O—~vFERICESHIE [EE2T W 28 F TEHw o T E Zw
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M) ETHEUENRD L, LA LHAMETRY [1E] R [0 ZExMrs4TECD

L2, O—=RFETRFTTETWLIOICL b ST, ind b, BasiEs v
PNALHARBEOREREN L TWBEEXF LTV R,
[EEZTWL T EIEFETERVDOTIE W] ER CEHEOFAROFEN 206, &

CIWZD BRI A e <,
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B FELVOTIE WD) DX,
LR E ANTHI:Ze E9725 9 ENOREND LNV,

Fe i LzmifloART
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FURELFETHLFIREORL
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WL, TETOIPEEITVEALWESS,
BIREVC 212, O— <5 THARE
Z EOMEIZ, $TI

TWABA (72720 210 BLIBEIZRIO & & 112
DIFCEIPNLTWDE (BB 1976, 1977) (K

D Tz

FEI QE-

MONOGATARI.
Q\’ndauc]n

DAL ICHILFEIQE N O XENZO NO
geizzu , mata Tadamori vo vye no fomareto, Qi
Yomori nu ysei Yeiguano <oto .

MONOGATARI NO NINIV.
VAMANOIO. QUCHIQENGVEQ.

qitai fodoni,ara ara riacu xite vo cacari are.
QUICHI.

anati maraxdzu . Mazzu Feiqemonogatari no ca-

VT Manod.Q cguednobd,Lieigeno yuraiga qt
Yalli coto de gozaru: vécara

\tfajime niua vogori uo qivams, fito uomo fito to
vomouanu y8 naru mono ua yagate forobita to yii
xGjeqini, Taied, ~ Nippon ni voite vogori uo qiua=
meea fitobito no  faccta yGdai uo catgu moxice
cara, face ' Rocutara no nhydd qS.lqi no Danjd dai-
jint Qiyomori ¢d to moxia fico no guiéguinoﬁl—

£'3na coto uo noxeta monh de gozaru. Sate fona
Qiyomori no xenzo ua Qlunmu renvg cudai na

A 3 <~
X 22 FxRWEE
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WY DOEZITVRALNL. FFRWEE] Tid, BEL TEMN

2 Tw5), [FrEfmEEl <k, 2

22)o

DOCVIVNO FITOTE TAIXK
TE X0OsV.

Soyee ficous mimonaqi tanamutegotoniva fv .«
Mo CAWMUGE , Xinjitno gedqeuoba giquni taa
cut furuni yotte , mimigicaqi cotouo atgurhie , cor.a
monegatariuo fanni gizamucoto , taroyeba jume.
cuun aifiruni | cotonarazu ; fonoyuyeua vyeginivs
yegiragi yedafa vouoxitoiyedomo , fono nacssi
ya4i nii aruvomotee yedafaue muyéio vomeusnue
1 gotogu nari . Carugayuyeni Supesioressio vévs
vomotte cono monogatafiuo Launyori Nippenna
cocobani ysuangue, woirono xenzacuno nochi,
fannt firacacuru nazi. Core macotoni Nipponni:
rotaba ge.cono tameni tayorito naru nofminasazy,
youi michiuo fitoni voxiye catasu tayorieomo fes

rubegi mono nasi .
409,

ESOPO GA X O-

gaino menogarari riacu,

SOREVO MAXIMO PLANVDE
zoyll fito Gregono cowbayori Latinni fone
yagu Xerarexi moRo nari,

(F) (B 1976; 1977)
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KERR FFRWEE] (1592) DRHOERD

"""" Mazzu Feigemonogatari no caqifajime niua vogori uo qiuame, fito uomo fito to vomouanu
y0 naru mono ua yagate forobita to yl xojeqi ni-*-

[« TTPRDFEOF S IHOICIE, FY 2o, Az bALBdRL ) %201
RDICTHED Tz &) FERRIZ - i

RERR [ tragl (1593) O BEHOESS

sojite fitoua mimonaqi tauamuregotoniua mimiuo catamuge, Xinjitno qedqeuoba qiquni taicut
suruni yotte, mimigicaqi cotouo atgume, cono monogatariuo fanni qizamucoto, tatoyeba
jumocuuo aisuruni cotonarazu
[BLTANRFELZIENFICIE 2T, BEEOBILZIEH CIGEBETS12L-T,
HxZ 280, ZOWRELERICAL I L, RATEAREZETLICRLLT, ]

15, 6 HALDOEERTIE, LHTRY->TWEDT, 1] ® [%] & LIXEIORE
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400 ELL LRI O HARFEO FRE R OB ZZT 7207255, fA#EWTh 2 hHETE
LD TREGDA ) D0 EZADVENEETRALRZ L) LCELbDERL &, 7-
HLEIAHAIZHhRLDIEE) LTEA) . BETHALZE L) LIENT WS T TIEAWn
& B9 5 mimigicaqi & 2° fanni & 1Z Vo oWl L OB OFEE AR LE S D729,
TR ERS LEBEDSERODL 2, £ 2578 [HRE] & THIZ] v s
REME, 2bETAIbb, TNELTHEDPEREZ L > TV A 05 TH D,
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Bhhbrnknw) b rdhb, LIADVEFEV)EREZ LOUFNDH L &
T, XFEPLTCERODDPL L, 0bEEFEEINLETHE D, SHICETIE, 1T
EAEDEETHOHEIZ 2DOT, LEHORY ) #FEHIC LT ND, Tz, EEXL
FTCTHDHE—RILMBEHRIEOEEH LPTER VOIS L, BEFIETRITH 2T T
HY, TNEMHTLILT, BHIERFO0DL, HTRLLE, —KITLD
TRIEDIEFINF G, TIUFEDTFLEDIZI Db LDIREFDTDTH D, Mk
DRDFEDFR G ERSEFIFR L > T HEDBRARTVE V) T L% b,

HAEX, HEHFOWMAEEZFMHTE [FLEM] OFfEICR>TETWh, 21U
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