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The concept of “civil society”, the key phrase of this paper, has been
much employed in the wave of globalization since the end of the Cold War.
“Civil society”, or even “global civil society” in recent years, has spread into
the areas where anthropologists have traditionally conducted their fieldwork.
Entering the 21% century, anthropologists often encounter the phenomena of
“civil society” in their work. At the same time, anthropologists themselves
have come to be fascinated by the contemporary themes presented by various
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actors of “civil society”. This paper tries to clarify how one anthropologist is
approaching the phenomena of “civil society” often encountered in the field,
based on my fieldwork which focuses on indigenous movements in Malaysia.
Furthermore, this paper attempts to examine the impact of global scale “civil
society” on the anthropological field from the micro-level perspective rather
than the macro-level, based on my encounters with local NGOs in Malaysia.
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