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On the “Nalukataq” Whaling Festival in Barrow, Alaska, USA with a Focus
on the Communal Feast and Sharing of Whale Meat during the Festival

Nobuhiro Kishigami
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This research paper describes and discusses a whaling festival called
“Nalukataq” held in Barrow, Alaska, USA in late June, 2012. The Nalukataq
consists of a communal feast, blanket toss, and drum dance, hosted by suc-
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cessful whaling captains (and their wives) and their crews. The author, focus-
ing on the communal feast and whale meat distribution during the festival,
examines it by actor network theory and functional analysis.

The analysis shows that although the Nalukataq festival is organized and
carried out intentionally by one or more whaling crews, it is in fact accom-
plished through the interaction of several human and non-human ‘“actors”
including whaling groups, villagers, God, whales, elements of the natural
environment, the whaling activity itself, etc. Furthermore, the author argues
that while the communal feast and whale meat distribution contribute to the
cultural well-being of all the Inupiat villagers because these practices provide
them with highly valued food, the practices also provide an occasion dur-
ing which the villagers evaluate the host groups socially and give them social
prestige.
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