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“Possession of a Saint” and Its Background: Comparing Examples of
the Veneration of Sayyidna al-Khader/al-Khodor
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The coexistence of Muslims and non-Muslims has been very common
in the Sham Area. Sharing veneration for certain specific saints reflects this
coexistence, and the most popular example is veneration for Sayyidna al-
Khader. He is believed to cure all diseases and bring rainfall and fertility, and
especially in historical Palestine, he is admired as a local hero.

Al-Khader is pronounced al-Khodor in Southern Lebanon, and he is
also venerated keenly there. Al-Khodor Mosque in Sarafand, a big Shi‘ite vil-
lage near Saida, used to welcome non-Shi‘ite pilgrims coming from neighbor-
ing towns and villages. However, these pilgrims ceased to visit the mosque.
Now it has been renovated more as a Shi‘ite sanctuary than a saint venera-
tion center, and a new theory has appeared, defining al-Khodor as the assurer
of the orthodoxy of the Shi‘ite sect. As well as slight preexisting differences
between the roles of al-Khader/al-Khodor, the natural environment and agri-
cultural forms of historical Palestine and Southern Lebanon have had some
influence on this change, but it is the rise of Shi‘ite nationalism in Southern
Lebanon, symbolized by the surge of Hizbullah, that has had a really potent
influence on this tendency. Leading to caution among the neighbouring Sunni
Muslims and Christians, the possession of al-Khodor by Shi‘ites in Sarafand
may limit the coexistence of Shi‘ites and Sunnis, Muslims and non-Muslims

in the Sham area.
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