FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

ALK 1) 2 BB DRI & Hiffy

555 ja

H AR

~EFH: 2015-03-23

*F—7—FK (Ja):

*—7—FK (En):

ERE: ik, I F

X=)IL7 KL R:

FlE:
http://hdl.handle.net/10502/5620




s RIS E 75 (199.3)

WAL 351 B B ORI & 5

7 i3 Er Fx

Use of Fur and Leather in the Arctic

Reiko Saito

Animal skin is an important material for the arctic people, for it
is not only easily obtainable but has superb qualities in insulation
and durability which allows it to be used for various materials
essential for living in severe conditions of the north. For example it is
used to make clothing, bags, tents, bedding, kayaks, thongs and nets.

The availability of animal species varied for each environment.
The most important, readily available and useful skins in the arctic
can be said to be reindeer and seal skins. Regional characteristics are
found from the use of fishskins by peoples especially dependent on
river fishing, and birdskins for islanders and coastal peoples. On the
other hand a diversity in the use of skins can be seen as in the use of
dog skins by some ethnic groups such as- Nivkhi, Koryak and
Chukchi. Also, ermine skins and seal pup’s fur dyed red are used as
tassels for ceremonial clothing shows special use. Animals with fur of
high quality such as canidae and mustelidae were important for
adorning clothing as well as trading.

By surveying the relation between the traits of each skin and its
use, this presentation would like to reconsider how the arctic people
made the best use of the available animal resources to adapt to life in
such severe conditions.

Animal skin is very sensitive to humidity and temperature,
causing special dressing and treatment necessity. Therefore skin
dressing can be said to have been a daily work especially among the
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northern peoples. However, it can not be said that under colder
environment, higher techniques of skin dressing developed, for there
was great diversity on the methods used, depending on the type of
animal, its usage and seasonality. There are some investigations on
ethnic migration and cultural diffusions through the study of skin
dressing processes. Taking into account of these investigations, this
presentations would like to make a distinction between the arctic
forms by comparing the skin dressing methods between the northern
tundra and boreal forests of the arctic. Finally, though vegetation was
poor in the tundra, I would like to suggest some of the important
roles it played on tanning animal skins.
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(Bering Strait Eskimo ~X—Y ¥ 7' #lk= 2 ¥£—)

« seal skin or walrus hide without hair 7¥#7% - A4 VF&

« Seal and walrus hide had many usages. e. g. summer clothing and skinboat

EROREXEM 2 LIRS

# % skinning
|

[ H - JERF O£ scraping meat and fat \
|

FEAMIC L TEXRORICKE (hsRTY
F Y RITBIZOT )

rolling a skin with hair side in, and leaving
indoors ; small sealskin is dipped in hot
water

|
‘ FOKRE scraping hair off l
|
| Bl - R stretching and dryingJ
|
EHY scraping
|
’Ef’f'@ﬁiiﬁ drying outside the houseJ
|
#& T finish

Fig. 1

+4 7¥ knife

A Y LA N—  scraper

BLTERRIBHRDET

until the hair loosens

A Y LA N—  scraper

WA TS Tk LR

wooden frame

* If the skin with hair on, for use in ma king boots or clothing, it is soaked in urine
to remove the fat, then stretched, scraped, and dried.
FROEE (F—YRICHA) X, ASICRICOT TRV L, AiRE R0 icsl

XL, A7 LATL, BREED.

* The white parchment-like leather is soa ked in urine to free it from the fat, streched
and dried in the open air in winter. This skin is washed the surface and dyed from

alder-bark.

B EVWE (F—YREMICHER) I BRI, BB LINERT T VR RN &
BT IebIRIC O, FNEMICARICTEY B L TERS 5. ZOHEEZRGED

BIiE, N FBEEED .

[Compiled from NELSON 1899]

(Bering Strait Eskimo ~X—1Y ¥ /#lT 2 % £—)
caribou fur with hairon %V 7 —%&K
« Caribou fur had many usages, as well as for winter clothing.

LRORBPEIZLD, ARITIEN,

|
| 7 - iglFDFk%E  scraping meat and fat |
|
ARIZRTED LERIMCLTEE, ZOFICE
<

wetting meat side with urine, then rolling
with the hair side outward in the warm
kashim (house)

|
‘ A - fEBFDBRE  scraping meat and faLI

l #4% drying(in the kashim while a fire burning) |

‘ AR Y iAZ  rubbing on the inner surfaceJ

[ #vcmares folding and lying |

| BIEYOKE  scraping the remnant OfLI
|

ZF#1k softening

|

|

# T finish

Fig. 2

+A 7# knife
A vA3—  scraper

1~20M# afew hours

R A I3—  scraper
KDOBRZ TWBEERICHD
%fcﬁiyﬂ boiled fish-roe
1~2KfH afew hours

A Y LA /8—  scraper

FT with hands

[Compiled from NELSON 1899]
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(Bering Strait Eskimo ~X—1Y » /¥l 2 ¥ €—)
small animal (hare, muskrat, marmot, bird etc.)
NE () TR, S UYEF, v X7 Ty b, v—FEv b B OBE

« small animal was used for clothing. 2872 &IZFI .

k1L softening F2#T with hands or teeth

I FlEHL stretchingJ
|
(¥6#  washing)

#& T finish

Fig. 3

[Compiled from NELSON 1899]
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(Chukchi F =2 F)

reindeer skin with hair on

MFAA B

» Reindeer fur had many usages, as well as for winter clothing.

ARAORFEEE L O, BRTIE

K % skinning

I A - JE% D% scraping meat and fat |
|
| WM - B drying and stretching |

(f&7F storing)

ARlZMiC L TEA—B:EL folding a skin with
the me at side in, and leaving it over night

|

#HEHY scraping

4 YiAH scraping

| —BeAE lying over night }
|
| EE®Y scraping/F#kit softening |
|

|§Zﬁ (2®A) drying (in doors) I

|
#®EMMY scraping
|

|Z’;¥ﬂ (&®»L) dyeing (tanning) I

BEMY scraping

|

# T finish

Fig. 4

WA F A 7 (Semilunar
knife)

X 2127 peg. A stone

BA T folding

HEWTLE e bKIZRT
If dry, it is soaked in water

Ay VA =, BRTEHRDTD
with scraper or trampling
with feet

kA D - AR - BH
reindeer-dung, human urine,
meat-broth

A7 LA R—, BRCEEHDITD
with scraper or trampling

A7 L/3— scraper
AR+~ X

human urine and alder-bark
A7 73— scraper

[Compiled from BOGORAS 1904-09]

(Chukchi F=a7F)

reindeer leather without hair

FrUAE (V)

» Reindeer leather was used comparatively little, only for tent-covers

T R DA A=l & OITRRIID RN

& %l skinning
|
l A - % DOBR%E  scraping meat and fat |

| H4% - 8 drying and stretching I
|
(f#7F storing)
|

24FFEIBA TIEITE X soaking and leaving a
skin for twenty-four hours folded togerher

|
| BEWY (BB®)  scraping hair off |
|

|
3 Y3A% rubbing

|

| # « JEM% DBR%E  scraping meat and fat |
|
(RICIELT) EREkiy (BELT) L
bleaching in the wind
/or dyeing with yellow ochre
|

1@ smoking over the hearth or in a
special shed

|

#& T finish

Fig. 5

+A 7% knife

& 212~/ peg. A stone

BAT folding

A7 LA N— scraper

bt A D% - AR - B
reindeer-dung, human urine,
or meat-broth

2 HF a couple of days
R/ NBOHT

[Compiled from BoGORAS 1904-09]
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{(Chukchi F=a27F) 7H#7v A v F# seal or walrus hide without hair

« Seal and walrus skin was utilized onlyfor boots, bag, skinboats and summer
trousers. These skin were less used than reindeer skin.

. $98, RIROLA— BERAOXRYBNWT, MrbARL ) Dhn

|
B - IEN% DRZ%E  scraping meat and fat |
|

B0 - B  drying and stretching with cords
on rectangular frames.

t
(f£7F storage)
|

# T finish

FA 748 knife

RO R A2 DV, A
RO TIED

NELHrY BTe folding

Fig. 6

* When used for covering a boat, walrus hide is simply soaked in water, then cut
and sewed in the shape required, and pulled over the frame.
DL A—ITiE, KICR LT ITHEM LT TIRD 7

* The skins of seal that are used with the hair on are prepared by merely scraping
their inner side with an iron scraper.

(A little blubber are left on the skin. These skins are not dyed.)
THIIEE (FEOT—Y, ARV, Ny FHRE) ik, MAlZBADD LAY LA 73—
THI->TRETS BEF%2P LELTEL - Lalin)

% The white parchment-like leather used for ornamental purposes is obtained by
bleaching the well-scraped skins in the air for a long time. (The best season is the
early spring. ) Sometimes such leather is dyed russet with alder-bark. The best
parchment is obtained from the gullets of large seals.

THTARE CEMA) 13 I<EERY. ERCRLET, BEESFHCRN., N
V) EBETRSEDDZE LD D, KERT YT > OO A HKil.

* The fur of young spotted seal is dyed a handsome red color by using the inner bark
layer of the larch-tree boiled with alder-bark. »
ST T TV OHRDANVERIT, D5 YREENY IFBEER TR TRRED S,

* The walrus hide is split in two with a thin broad knife.
YA U FiREL G BFA 7 CERE 2#Iz% < [Compiled from BoGoras 1904-09]

(Yukaghir =#*¥—)\) bFHAEKE Reindeer fur with hair on

 Reindeer fur had many usages, as well as for winter clothing.

AHOKRFEEFITH, FABIFAEN

& #l skinning

|
I A - fER% DOBRZE scraping meat and faﬂ
|
| H4% - 8 drying and stretchi@
|
l B D% scraping inner side |
\ o BRA—BRES foldinlg and leaving over night ’

|
|
|
|
Yufs dyeing with decoction of alder barﬂ
|
|

FA 7#T knife

HEIC R PATHIS 2

AZvA73—1 scraper type 1

Ny ) FBEORT

A VA 73— scraper

Fig. 7

*For currying, the hairy side of the skin is soaked with water or urine, folded, and
left for a couple of days. After this, the hair is scraped off and the skin dried. To
obtain a soft hide, the curried skin is scraped several times. For summer clothing
and tent covers curried skin are also smoked, making the leather fairly waterproof
and preventing it from shrinking after wet. L —IiZ§ 2541k, BOWEKIRIC
BLTHIY, 2ABEIED, Z0%, BERELTHEBEEED. ROPRERELLD
it BEZ S, BRAKERT Y M- T3, BERT 5 LBAEREE VIR
HTHHER, [Compiled from JOCHELSON 1926]
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(West Greenland Eskimo #ZY—VF v K« ZXFE—)
-seal leather without hair (black skin) 7V 7 V¥ (BK)

» The black skin was used for winter kayak and boot soles and so on.
THIVORRIE, £0H Yy 7O, HEREICEDNS,

¥ % skinning

|
| % BWios® scraping meat and fat | B IUTOREE
|

(&0 2T 7o) ROFIZTITIR &
soaking in stale urine for a day or two

v u (ZEMAFA7) ulo

1~2H

| EOKZE  scraping hair off I vu  ulo
|
| K TP rinsing in sea water I
|
[ ##  #R drying and stretching | (RF 1 THIE D LIC) peg
H:BFL

| (& SOPITED TRE)
DYy 7 CIREAEET<
HZiE->TLES Z L))
|
AR « F#AL rubbing and softening
|

#& T finish

Fig. 8

*EREHBRLZDNTNRNDT, BETHS, BikMEsE<, B (K. BRZEIFA.
FV—R (THIVIR) TOTTRLERNDTEAOI Yy 7L LTHFERD,
(FiX 1R 2EEEEVEZLTWE)
kHYyr - Fu—7Zi ZULDFAKONEE LT, BERICOEZEDZ & EHBNTHK
BT3IRE 2~3EMHVIET L, WAEICED,
[Compiled from NANSEN 1893]

(West Greenland Eskimo #Z'Y—>F v K« ZAFE—)
seal leather without hair (white skin) 7% 7 V¥ (BK)

* The white skin was used for summer kayak and boots and so on.

AREERADOL Y v 7 O, B2 EicEbhb.

|

A - BREIFOBE L)
scraping meat and fat roughly

|

(BW - 540) BB 2 VBT B W TURE
rolling up and leaving in warm place
BBVIXBITHRT B (77— AK)
or soaking in hot water

|
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scraping hair and epidermis off

|
| MglioFk%E  sucking out fat l
|
I 4% - 8 drying-and stretching I )
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#BiAH - F#k{t. rubbing and softening

|

#& T finish
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then soaking into cold sea
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mussel shell scraper
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(West Greenland Eskimo #ZV—rF v K- 2 2% E—)
seal skin with hair on 7¥# 7 V&K

« Seal skin with hair on was used for clothing.
TV T VBRI SicEbhiz,

vu (&ERFA7)  ulo

{West Greenland Eskimo #Z/' V) —rF v K- 2% F—)
bird skin (eider duck etc.) B (y UV HFERE)

« Bird skin used for clothing, as well as inner jackets.
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B - JEMDkRE (<)
scraping roughly meat and fat

AT T - ¥E5
soaking in water and washing

|
| W% - MR  drying and stretching I

|

| F#fc @Rt softening (rubbing) |
[

# T finish
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* Reindeer skin is simply dried and rubbed, no water being applied to it.
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| PFIO#HE  drying feathers |

| B DB%E  sucking fat —I

M  drying

| fERFDBRZE  sucking out fat |

e  washing

I > THHE wringing and drying |

#& T finish

ATADEBDAT LA IN—
mussel shell scraper
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(Hokkaido Ainu JL¥EET A X)
seal or deer skin with hair? 77V EEVHEBE?

2 #| skinning

|

|
(1%‘777)

ARE% LT < scraping |
|

HWEPTTHLMBEADLLDTITD
spreading hot sand and rubbing with the
roll of rope

|
# 7T finish

Fig.12

A#¢ wooden frame
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(Hokkaido Ainu JL#EE T A X)
Deer leather without hair ¥ #

#& %l skinning

|

‘ # M drying over the hearth | FED LD KMIAADHEE wooden frame
|

I JEXH K ABYED  scraping l HWEEA  whetstone
] KK ash

liﬁf’)ﬂliéﬁﬁ< soaking into the toilet I H 138 one week in summer
|

|

# T finish
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