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Ainu Crafts in Contemporary Hokkaido:
An Overview for the Study of Acculturation and
Cultural Mobilization through the Tourism

Reiko Sarto

This report is a note on the study of social and economic meaning
of Ainu crafts in contemporary Hokkaido.

The superb skills and characteristic designs of Ainu crafts were
admired by the wajin(come from Honshu; southern Hokkaido) from
the middle Edo era, two hundreds years ago. More than seventy
years ago, these crafts were sold as souvenir for tourists.

However, previous studies on Ainu culture placed more emphasis
on the reconstruction of “traditional” culture, and the study on
contemporary crafts as a result of acculturation and as a cultural
mobilization was not considered an important investigation.

The major points necessary to proceed the research the problem

are as below;

1. Fundamental datas;
Population and character of the people concerned with tourism
Survey of Ainu crafts and souvenir shops
Number of the tourists, etc.
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2. Organization and manufacturing system / Marketing system
3. Social and economic meaning
4. Prospects of succession of the art and finding a new market

Although there is great difficulty in researching the above items,
such studies are important and should be beneficial to the people
bearing Ainu culture.
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