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Preface

    The Monbusho International Symposium, "Foraging and Post-Foraging Societies:

History, Politics and the Future", which fbrmed the 8th International Conference on Hunting

and Gatheimg Societies (CHAGS 8) was held at the National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka,

Japan on 26 through 30 October, 1998. Associated sessions were held in Aomori'  (October

21-25) and Hoklcaido (October 30-31) to discuss' socio-political variation and changes in

hunter-gatherer societies, trapping and hunting in Northern Eurasia, hunter-gatherers in

different environments, and Jomon studies at Sannai Maruyama and Komakmo in the context

ofNomh Pacific Rim archaeology.

    This volume presents part ofthe results ofthe fbrrnal Aomori sessions - those with the

exception of trapping and hunting in Northern Eurasia - as well as the public symposia.

During these sessions, approximately 20 researchers presented papers that fbcused on these

topics. Among these, this volume presents those papers that a) fbcused on the archaeology of

the North Pacific Rirn, and b) shared a common theme in that they explicitly or implicitly

dealt with the origins and development of complex hunter-gatherers. ln addition, in order to

expand the areal and methodological coverage, several additional papers were solicited.

While we do not claim that we have reached any final conclusions on the nature of

prehistoric North Pacific Rim societies, nor of the development of social complexity among

these societies, we do believe that the series ofpapers raise important and interesting issues

for imher research and discussion.

    We thank the fo11owing organizations fbr supporting the conference financially and

in other ways: Aomori Prefectural Govemment, Aomori City Office, Commemorative

Association for the Japan World Exposition (1970), Daido Insurance Company, Historical

Museum of Hokkaido, Hoklcaido Ethnological Society, Holtkaido Newspaper Company,

Monbusho (Japanese Mmistry of Education, Science, Sport, and Culture), Kayano Museum

ofAinu Culture, National Museum of Ethnology, Nibutani Ainu Cultural Museum, Sannai-

Maruyama Exhibition Hall, Senri Cultural Foundation, Shiraoi Ainu Museum, To-o Nippo

NewsPaper Company, UCC Coffee Museum, and the Wenner-Gren Foundation.

    We are especially indebted to those who generously gave of their time and effbrt to

review one or more manuscripts at their draft stages: Kenneth Ames, Clare Fawcett, Nelson

Graburn, Mark Hall, Kathleen Hul1, R. G. Matson, Peter Matthews, Susumu Morigasaki,

Michael Rosenberg, Steven Shackley, Stephen Silliman, Tanya Smith, Kimio Suzuki,

Satoshi Tanahashi, and George Wenzel. In addition, we thank Mariko Murakami for helping

us translate the Japanese papers by Yasuhiro Okada (Chapter 9) and Daisei Kodama (Chapter

13) by making the first English drafts. We also would like to thank Mio Katayama, Michael

Konz'ak, John Matsunaga, Paolo Pellegatti and Eduardo Serafin of UC Berkeley fbr their

assistance in the production of this volume. Finally, special thanks to Peter Matthews of the

National Museum of Ethnology fbr reviewing the final manuscripts: his extremely detailed

critiques of the various papers and his many valuable suggestions greatly improved the

quality of each paper.
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