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Material Culture on Basketry

Reiko Saito

Northern Peoples depended almost entirely on natural resources
to make their daily necessities. Especially the processing of animal
skin and plant fiber were the main activities of women.

It has been considered that the weaving culture developed on the
North Pacific Rim. The reason first of all is that the rich vegetation
in the area enabled them to gather enough materials for weaving.
Secondly, baskets and mats were convenient for gathering, carry-
ing, drying and storing food such as fish and plant. Women and el-
ders had a comparatively important role in the subsistence of their
environment where gathering food resources were abundant. Inten-
sive seasonal gathering activities enabled women to weave in a sys-
tem where there was division of labor in each family. Jochelson
mentioned that the Maritime Koryak had an advantage to weave
baskets in contrast with the case of the Reindeer Koryak where they
could not weave baskets in their migratory pastoral life. The Rein-
deer Koryak obtained baskets by exchange from the Maritime tribe.
This may suggest that the cultural condition of basketry depended
on the difference between the sedentary and the nomadic life.

A Perspective Study on Weaving Plant Fiber on the North Pacific Rim:
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Weaving was women’s work in winter throughout the North.
Moreover gathering and processing these materials were conducted
in their most suitable time of their subsistence cycle not in the busy
fishing season. These may indicate that the development of weaving
had a deeper relationship with the total work load in connection with
their subsistence and sexual division of labor than the condition of
obtainability of materials or the transmission of techniques.

Also their botanical information about food and medecine are
greately indebted to women. This paper would like to consider the
women’s role from the viewpoint of material culture and botanical
knowledge (plantlore).
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