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The Study of Tourist Arts in Ethnographic Records (1):
In Reference to the Ainu from the Edo era to the Taisho era

Reiko Sarro

The aim of this paper is to research the origin of tourist arts
in the Ainu by quoting passages from the ethnographic records in
context to historical backgrounds, and also to retrace the transition
of their native culture by studying the influences of contact with
other cultures.

Material culture of Ainu has been altered through cultural
contact. Crafts account for large percent of the museum’s collection.
Therefore the trend of these crafts reflect the policy and the economy
of each period, and also of Japanese interests in Ainu people.

In the Edo era (1603-1867), Japanese explorers and officers were
in close contact with Ainu, and were attracted to aesthetic Ainu arts.
At the first stage of Japanese and Ainu relationship, the offerings
from native people were of natural products; dry fish, animal skin,
feather and so on. Since the Japanese governmént (Edo-Bakufu)
prohibited Ainu people to trade freely, they began to make many
crafts in order to obtain Japanese goods. For example, wooden
trays, ladles, towel hangers, and garments made from inner bark
fiber of elm in Hokkaido, baskets in Kuril Islands, and garments
made from nettle fiber in Sakhalin. These crafts which were used as
trading goods and offerings had the aspects of souvenirs.
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In the Meiji era (1868-1912), the government’s policy prohibited
traditional Ainu customs. However their crafts were treated excep-
tionally, and instead they were demanded to make them for exhibi-
tional purposes.

In the Taisho era (1912-1926), wooden bears began to be carved
after the model of some Switzerland souvenirs. Asahikawa City not
only bought their crafts and helped sell them, but also taught Ainu
people excellent technics and designs. These were beginning signs
of “tourism” that can be related to the present.

This study suggests the differences between traditional customs
that survived and vanished, and gives us a key to the question:
What is a tradition? We can also see the Japanese view of Ainu
culture through this.
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