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Historical Memories in the Discourses of Daily Life: The Muslim People’s
Rebellion in Shaanxi during the Tongzhi Period of the Qing Dynasty

HAT Az
TAMURA Kazuhiko

In this paper, I analyze expressions about the history of Muslim people’s rebellion in China,
Shaanxi. Historical descriptions often focus on the processes and motives of the rebellion, but
through a reform of historical perspective, these descriptions, especially the character of this
rebellion, was radically changed by historians. On the other hand, they have taken no notice of the
oral history of the people who reside in the rebellion’s location. This paper, with the aid of a
social memory study, tries to describe the rebellion from the people’s view through oral history,
social memories, and expressions that are embedded in everyday life.

From this study, I point out several problems regarding the study of written records and

present an argument for considering historical phenomenon from an anthropological perspective.
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