FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

i AR R XA ENX - I pgE i “m” X4

558 zho

HARE:
~EH:2014-12-12
F—7— K (Ja):
*—7—FK (En):
e E: S, X

X—=ILT7 KL R:

il
https://doi.org/10.15021/00002361




SENRI ETHNOLOGICAL STUDIES 90: 227-242 ©2014
PRSI SR © B © FR I E KBNS
L N

I /D BRI 5 i [XH B A
— DABRPUE PR “[mlys”
The Reconstruction of the Ethnic Minorities’
Concentrated Residential Area: The Case of Xian’s “Hui Quarter”
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IMANAKA Takafumi

This report, focusing on the Hui’s concentrated residential area in Xi’an City, Shaanxi
Province, China, throughout the reconstruction of Islamic sacred space, attempts to indicate the
Hui’s changing ethnic identity.

The Hui are an ethnic minority group in China that believes in Islam. They speak Mandarin
Chinese, and their physical appearance closely resembles the ethnic majority group, the Han
Chinese. Yet the Hui’s practice of Islam has produced some striking cultural differences between
them and the Han Chinese. They are spread throughout the country, but in each city they live in
close proximity to mosques, which are called Qingzhensi, which form the heart of their
communities. Recent investigations have demonstrated that Hui communities face significant
changes; some of their communities have been reorganized while others have disappeared.
However, the Xi’an Hui are known for preserving their traditions and customs in the face of such
challenges.

In Xi’an, Hui’s concentrated residential area is located in the center of Xi’an city, called Hui
Quarter (Huifang) or Hui Street (Huiminjie). There are 13 mosques and 30,000 Hui living in
this area. There are many halal restaurants and grocery stores, religious goods shops, and it serves
as a living space for the majority of the Xi’an Hui. However, an anthropologist indicated that
some Hui leave this area because of the school’s low educational standards and undeveloped
infrastructure.

On the other hand, since the year 2000, some Hui who study and practice Islam with enthusiasm
have appeared in this area. Also, some Hui constructed the Gate marking the boundaries between the Hui
Quarter and other distinct districts. These cases represent the reconstruction of Islamic sacred space. This
report, through these cases, attempts to indicate the separation of the Huizu (= secular Muslim) and the

Huimin (= Muslim) .
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