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This paper discusses the concept of family among the Han Chinese compared with other East
Asian societies (Japan, Korea and Vietnam) . Herein, I will focus on the local concept of house as
it relates to family. While all local terms for the house also have the meaning of a social group,
conspicuous differences can be found in different field locations. The Chinese concept not only
differs most strongly from that of Japanese, but also shows important differences from the Korean
and Vietnamese’ concepts.

For example, the strong Neo-Confucian influence seems to have affected the family structure
of all three neighboring societies. Korean accepted the formal version of Confucian classics
faithfully and revered it as an ideal that became the ideological base for a class society governed
by Yangban (aristocrats). In Vietnam, Confucian norms have permeated down to the villages from
the leadership of past dynasties. In Japan, Confucianism was only introduced at the level of
ideology, scarcely relating to the local practice. The Japanese ie or family has been immune from

Confucian life rituals and its patrilineal domination.
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