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In Bequia, whaling was started in 1875 or 1876 and reached its peak circa 1910.
Although there was a certain danger of extinction of whaling culture, it has managed to
survive until today. On the other hand, tourism development based on *“sun, sea and
sand”, has been promoting there.

This paper provides the latest information on whaling and tourism development in
Bequia. It then presents the viewpoints of whalers, tourists and the Prime Minister.
Whalers take advantage of tourists to continue whaling. Tourists from anti-whaling
countries do not oppose whaling so much. Prime Minister Mitchell takes great pains to

harmonize whaling as a cultural identity for Bequians with tourism development for
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attracting economic growth in the island. He also pursues the upper end of the tourism
market, because small vulnerable ecosystems are best served by the highest expenditure
per visitor.

Finally, this case study makes it clear that ecotourism is inappropriate in the region
where whaling as a sustainable use of living resources still exists.
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