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Ecotourism has been said to be a kind of sustainable development which realizes
both environmental conservation and economic growth simultaneously. However, it
has been pointed out that it causes environmental degradation, and it is often compared
to neo-colonialism of the Third World by the Western developed countries.

In this paper, the meaning of sustainable development as it relates to ecotourism
and a new concept of ecotourism based on a non-Western philosophy are analyzed by
giving consideration to a treatise of .L.McHarg who is prophet of ecological planning
as applied in a case study of one touristic project in the Republic of Cameroon in Africa.
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