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Marginal Psychology of Search and Reasoning:
Bridging Affordance and Relevance Theories
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This article analyses the common bases of affordance theory (and relating
ecological psychology as well as Mauss’s téchniques mécaniques) and rele-
vance theory (and related communication theories as well as semiotics or
semiology), which have been separately discussed in anthropology, as an ini-
tial preparation for the unity of both theories. First, these two theories are not
mutually exclusive. While affordance theory has difficulty in coping with
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signs and semiosis, relevance theory, as well as other communication theories
can equally analyse actions in the physical environment as well as semiosis.
On the other hand, both theories are the same in that the subject searches for
various information scattered in the environment and selects useful informa-
tion that can serve the cognition of their own condition to act. This idea is
very different from the fact that the subject reconstructs detailed representa-
tions in their brain for their cognition and action. Therefore, both theories
have commonalities and can be integrated. Taking it into account, ethnogra-
phers or non-professional psychologists have the possibility to succeed in
describing what they face in the field in consideration of others’ “mind.” This
article is a trial to start such “marginal psychology.”
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