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Opening address
Masatoshi Kubo

Ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to this International Symposium sponsored by the
National Museum of Ethnology. On behalf of the National Museum of Ethnology, I would
like to give you a word of welcome.

We had some seven to eight times of symposium at the National Museum of Ethnology
every year. The Symposium this time has a theme of “New Horizons in Paper Conservation”,
and it is being held in Tokyo where those individuals and organizations related to a great
volume of paper materials are concentrated. We have Prof. Katsuhiko Masuda, who had
extended great effort, and who is a world renowned expert in the preservation of paper, and
due to his courtesy we are able to use this Showa Women’s University Hall. I would like to
extend my appreciation to Prof. Masuda and also to those who are related to Showa Women’s
University.

As you know, from April next year, the National Museum of Ethnology will become a
member of the National Institutes for the Humanities, which is an Inter-University Research
Institute. Together with that, we will establish a Research Center for Cultural Resources. This
Research Center will handle not only our material collection but a wide range of cultural
resources inclusive of knowledge, technology or system. A series of flow of research and
development related to the pioneering of cultural resources, collection, conservation and
maintenance, further to informatization and making them public is the target planned to be
carried out by the new Research Center.

For the National Museum of Ethnology, which is also a research institution with a
museum, the cultural resources that I have mentioned are very important resources indeed.
And the preservation of materials, I would say, is situated at the upper stream of the flow of
cultural resources I have mentioned. We believe this is a very important part as well. That is
the reason we have given the position to this Symposium, “New Horizons in Paper
Conservation™, as the International Symposium of the National Museum of Ethnology.

Based on the most recent research outcomes on conservation and restoration of paper, and
how to make both the conservation and utilization of documents compatible, or the
relationship between the materials and their digitization we see today, we would like to look
at the issue from such perspectives as well as we look forward to a very active exchange of
views and that the deliverances are shared by the members concerned, and that it will be
contributing to the development, research and study in this area.

Thank you very much.
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