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Formation of Buddhist Cave Spaces in Western Wei Dynasty
at Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes, China:
Drawing Design of Thousand Buddha Motif

Kaoru Suemori
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During the Western Wei dynasty (535-556 C.E.) in the Mogao Grot-
toes, several images and styles originating from China were introduced to the
cave art, such as Chinese style clothing and traditional motifs from ancient
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China. Many studies have focused on the historical or ideological background
of these arts, especially on Cave 285 of which the statue and murals indi-
cate a strong inpuence from Chinese culture. On the other hand, many ele-
ments were derived from before the Western Wei dynasty. One of the derived
elements is the Thousand Buddha motif, which repeats rows of seated Bud-
dha ygures with a regular coloring pattern. To understand the characteristics
of the cave construction in the Western Wei dynasty, it is signiycant to under-
stand how the Buddhist cave spaces were formed by both newly introduced
elements and elements derived from older origins. The wide internal spaces of
Cave 248, Cave 249 and Cave 288, which were assumed to have been con-
structed in the Western Wei dynasty, are decorated by the Thousand Bud-
dha motif. This paper reveals the functions of the Thousand Buddha motif
depicted in these three caves through analyzing the formation of the caves
such as the cave structure, allocation of the statue and murals, and the draw-
ing design of the Thousand Buddha motif. This paper also indicates the
concept of cave construction in the Western Wei dynasty as well as the char-
acteristics of the groups engaged in constructing the caves in this period.
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