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Notes on “The Customary Law of the Tai Dam in Muong Muoi”

Masao Kashinaga
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Tai-speaking peoples reside in a large area of the mainland of
Southeast Asia. Their traditional political organizations are known as
Muong or Muang. Many scholars have reported and studied the Muong
from an anthropological or historical perspective. Yet we do not find
many articles about the Muong of the Tai Dam people of Northwestern
Vietnam, who are characterized as non-Buddhist. [ suggest that the texts
written by the Tai Dam, “The Customary Law of the Tai Dam”, are
some of the most important materials not only for the studies of the
society, culture and history of the Tai Dam but also for socio-historical
studies in Southeast Asia, because they concretely show the structure of
the socio-political system and the relation between rituals and the sys-
tem. Therefore, in this paper, I clarify the contents of the text “The
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