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Notes on Contributors

SHAMSUL A.B., BA, MA (University of Malaya), PhD (Monash University), is
Professor of Social Anthropology and currently Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
and Humanities, The National University of Malaysia, Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia.
He lectures, researches and writes extensively on politics, culture and economic
development. His most well-known book, From British to Bumiputera Rule
(1986), was nominated to receive the prestigious Harry Benda Prize 1987/88, by the
Asian Studies Association U.S.A., an award for the best publication on Southeast
Asian Studies. He is currently completing a book length manuscript on “Identity
Formation in Malaysia” based on research which began in 1988. He has been a
Member of the International Steering Committee (Humanities and Global
Dialogue), WORLD EXPO 2000, Hannover, Germany, since 1993. He was a
Visiting Scholar at the National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan, in 1995-
1996.

Sueo KUWAHARA, BA (Chuo University), MA (Tsukuba University), is
Associate Professor at Kagoshima University. He is a cultural anthropologist, and
has conducted research in the state of Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia. Focusing on one
particular Malay village community, he has written intensively on its matrilineal
system, politics and modernization. His present research interests are Malay
identity, Islam, and gender in Malaysia.

Hiroshi TAWADA, BA, MA, PhD (Osaka University), is Associate Professor of
cultural anthropology at the Faculty of Environmental Studies, Nagasaki
University. He has conducted research on politics and religion among rural Malays
in Kelantan, Malaysia, which has resulted in several scholarly articles and essays.
After joining the newly established Faculty of Environmental Studies as one of its
core staff recently, his research interests have extended to include “People-
Environment Relations in Asia” and “the Discourse of Environmentalism.”

Noboru ISHIKAWA, BA, MA (Tokyo Metropolitan University), PhD (City
University of New York), is Research Associate of social anthropology at the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University. He has done field research
in Sarawak and Kalimantan on the social history of the Malays, political economy,
transnationalism and ethnicity. His PhD dissertation, Between Frontiers: the
Formation and Marginalization of a Borderland Malay Community in
Southwestern Sarawak, 1870s-1990s (1998), is a historical and ethnographic
analysis on the economic, ethnic and national marginalization of frontier Malay
peasants through the colonial and the postcolonial eras. Among his current
projects is the study of the social mobility of the coastal Muslim populations in



vi
West Kalimantan.

Tomiyuki UESUGI, BSc in biology (Shinshu University), MA, PhD in social
anthropology (Tokyo Metropolitan University), is Research Fellow of the National
Museum of Ethnology. Since finishing his first long term field research among the
Murut of Sabah, East Malaysia (1988-1990), he has revisited Malaysia almost every
year and has written several articles on, among others, Murut social structure and
organization. He also writes widely on ethnicity and reproductive technologies, his
recent publications including the changing ethnic policy of Malaysia and the
implications of new reproductive technologies on anthropological study. He is
currently preparing a monograph on Gift-Exchange and Social Networks among
the Murut of Sabah, East Malaysza and a word list Tagal Murut-Malay-Japanese-
English Vocabulary.

Narifumi Maeda TACHIMOTO, BA, MA (Kyoto University), PhD (University of
Chicago), is Professor of Cultural Dynamics and currently Director, the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University. He has conducted research on the
Orang Hulu of Johor, the Malays of Melaka and the Bugis of Sidenreng, and has
widely surveyed the movements of people and ideas in Southeast Asia and related
areas like Madagascar. He has published a book on the methodology of area
studies in Japanese (Tonan Ajia no Soshiki Genri [Principles of Social Organization
in Southeast Asia], 1989). :
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