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The purpose of this article is to discuss the unstable boundary between
Hakka and Chaozhou ethnicity from the perspective of Chaozhou culture.
There has been considerable research on the ethnicity of the Hakka and
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Chaozhou people. However, the two groups have often been treated a priori as
different ethnic groups, and how the boundaries between Hakka and
Chaozhou have been constructed politically, economically, and socially has
not been sufficiently analyzed. In this article, I would like to address this issue
and point out that the boundary between Hakka and Chaozhou is quite ambiguous.

In this article, I will focus mainly on the Hakka in Taiwan and compare
them with the Hakka in the Chaoshan region of mainland China based on the
hypothesis that their culture has been transformed from a loose relationship
with the Hakka name into a strong one. The cases I will discuss are Han Yu
beliefs, Sanshan GuoWang beliefs, and the Liu lineage, which has different
ethnicities in the source and destination areas such as the Chaozhou people in
the Chaoshan district and the Hakka in northern Taiwan. What we can see
from the analysis of these cases is that “name” and cultural content cannot be
fixed in time or space. In other words, the cultural content of even Hakka and
Chaozhou can change over time, and ethnic groups with the same name can
have different cultural content depending on the region in which they live. If
these cultural contexts are accompanied by social experiences for the social
group in the region, they are more likely to contain a sense of reality; if not,
they will not be easily established as “culture” for the region or ethnic group.
What is important here, however, is that there is an underlying sense that what
is considered to be the Hakka culture may be the culture of another ethnic

group.
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