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The National Museum of Ethnology, Japan (Minpaku) has received appli-
cations from researchers all over the country to provide research support for
digitizing film photographs and registering them into a database. Applicants
should be a principal investigator or co-investigator of a research project sup-
ported by a KAKENHI Grant-in-Aid of the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (JSPS). This research support is designated as DiPLAS by sup-
porting officials. This project will end in 2021 for the time being, but it has
various points of significance. In this special issue, stakeholders from differ-
ent positions will discuss its significance.

The project background is that Minpaku has accumulated know-how
related to database building that is applicable to photographs of researchers
outside the institute. Additionally, social currents such as the progress of
information and communication technology, the movement of sharing aca-
demic materials, and the emphasis on collaboration with the people of the
origin of museum materials (or source communities) cannot be ignored.
However, many discussions and trial-and-error attempts have been made to
clarify roles in the support project, where the supporters register the photo-
graphs in the database and input their basic information, while the supportees
take time to input detailed descriptions based on the photograph situation. In
this introduction, to illustrate some processes, presentations and Q and A in
two publicity events related to DiPLAS are reviewed. In the future, supporters
must prepare so that various parties can “enhance” this database as a shared

property.
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