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The Formation of Western Type Clothes

——Comparison with the Japanese Clothes——

Hiroshi DaiMARU

This paper, analyze the characteristics of Western clothes
based on their origin and development.

The following features of the Western clothes are accentu-
ated: 1. Their hard and fixed shapes; 2. Their close fit to the
body; 3. The material was curved to self requirements of the
style; 4. The definiteness of fashions. These features were
observed by both Westerner and Japanese during their first
half-century of contact.

After analyzing the process by which those features were
created, three steps in the development are indicated:

1. A dressis made by adapting the characteristics of the material
to it;

2. A dress clings to, and follows the form of the body; and

3. Based on the second step, a more ideological and certain
fixed shape is created.

The tailoring that characterizes Western clothes aims mainly
at the third step. The bases of this technique is considered to
have been practically formed by the beginning of the fifteenth
century. The constant effort involved in producing an ideal
and certain fixed shape created the demand for incessant changes
in style, and led to fashion as we know it today.

In contrast, Japanese clothes have not moved past step 1,
and their sensuous worth depends mainly on the effects of the
material. Their shape depends on that of the woven cloth also.
Thus, fashion in Japanese clothes has always been closely linked
to the characteristics of the material from which they are made.
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