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Residence Patterns of Hunter-gatherers after Settlement Inferred
from Individual Migration Histories:
The Case of the Baka in Southeastern Cameroon

Yujie Peng
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This study was conducted to elucidate patterns of residence of Baka
hunter-gatherers in southeast Cameroon through their movement and migra-
tion histories, and to clarify the importance of migration for them. This paper
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presents descriptions and analyses of cases collected in five villages in east-
ern Cameroon through intermittent fieldwork during 2010-2019. The Baka
residential patterns after their settlement fundamentally include residence in a
camp or village with close relatives and a few others. High incidence of long-
term migration occurs because of changes in marital status. However, reasons
for short-term movement and migration include marital quarrels and visits to
relatives. Social norms such as kinship and marriage systems were found to
function strongly through such residence and movement in Baka society.
After their settlement in recent times, the numbers of people contacting with
outsiders became more diverse. Particularly, people who moved to work and
marry with other groups increased. Migration pattern diversification occur-
ring through interactions with other populations, although not emphasized in
carlier studies, is especially evident in settled hunter-gatherer associations
such as the Baka. Moreover, results revealed that it caused changes in the

internal systems and norms in each of the Baka and neighboring groups.
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