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This paper presents reflection upon “Window Flowers: Chinese Paper
Cutting in Huangtu Plateau” (Fukuoka and Tokyo, 2013-2014), a museum
exhibition based on the author’s ethnographic fieldwork. In the production
process, the author collaborated with Chinese informants and a Japanese art-
ist. Diverse installations were created by combining audio-visual images with
actual objects taken from the field. These varied installations appealed to the
visitors’ senses and enabled them to connect to the women and their handi-
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works inspired by daily life. During the exhibition, gaps were discovered in
the production process on different levels: between real life in the field of
Huangtu Plateau; recorded images of local life; installation images in the
sterilized, white, cubic space of the gallery; and individual experiences and
memories of Japanese visitors. We therefore specifically examined those gaps
and reflected them on the exhibition apparatus with concepts such as “re-ma-
terializing images,” “hybridizing time and space,” and “involving visitors.”
This paper presents specific examination of the possibility of anthropological
expression using images as “creative translation” in considering this experi-
mental exhibition as a project of collaboration between art and anthropology.
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